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It is a very great joy for all of us to have the opening ceremony of this
new chapel of the Sacred Heart University today. First we would like to ex-
press our hearty gratitude for the cooperation and contribution of the Moth-
ers, Sensei, all the people concerned either in Japan or abroad, and for the
great work of the architect, contractors, engineers, and all the workmen who
laboured strenuously from morn till night.

I think it has a special meaning that a chapel is completed in the universi-
ty. But what relation is there between the university and the chapel? If we
reconsider the idea of college education, that relation will at once be realized.
Now, I will explain the idea of college education by a contrast.

About one hundred years ago, in the middle of the nineteenth century,
which is often called the scientific or the materialistic century, two works,
which take an important part in the history of education in Europe, were
published. One is the “Essays on Education” by Herbert Spencer, and the
other is “The Idea of a University” by John Henry Newman, who later was
given the title of Cardinal in the Catholic Church.

The former takes ‘knowledge’ as the most important thing in education of
the young generation. True, education is to give knowledge to the young.
However, knowledge covers so wide a range that we cannot but choose a
part of it. It is impossible to give all knowledge. In order to choose properly,
what standard shall we take? Spencer writes that we have to choose the most
useful knowledge in our daily life. He divided various fields of life into five
and thought out the most necessary knowledge for each of them. One is the
knowledge necessary for self-protection, and the next three are those for oc-
cupational life, domestic life and social life, and the last one is that for any
kind of amusement. Spencer concludes that knowledge of natural science is

the most important of all these. He says that a glorious future will open for



man kind, if only scientific knowledge is given to the young generation.

At the time that Newman was called to Ireland and began the great work
of establishing a Catholic university there, and with that great programme in
mind, he expressed his idea of a university. In fact, however, practically no-
body understood his idea and consequently the university was not established
even after four or five years. For all that, Newman published his great work,
“The Idea of a University”, to the world, which is really a collection of his
lectures on the most correct idea of the university. According to him, educa-
tion is to give ‘universal knowledge’ to young people. What does it contain
and what is the most important thing? He said that theology is the first and
the most important of all studies, for it concerns God, the Source of all that
exists, God, the Absolute. It is the basis of all the learning, if God exists. If
God were not to exist, then it were nothing but a dream. In conclusion, the
study of God, theology and religion, in other words, an absolute spiritual
idea must be the basis of a university.

If we look back on the history of the universities in Europe, we come to
know their origin. Most of the big universities in Europe began form a
church. Oxford University has many colleges, and among them are some that
are more than eight hundred years old. But the point is, what has been the
centre of each college is the chapel. Unfortunately, many have forgotten that.

The centre of the courses of a university must be theology, so that the cha-
pel must be the centre of the whole college. Therefore, it is a great event that
this new chapel has been completed in this University. It must be the basis of
true college education. In the end, we pray that this chapel may fulfill its

great mission as the centre of this University.
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