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Two Images of Modern Greece:
An Analysis of Chateaubriand’s Itinéraire de Paris a Jérusalem

In 1821, Greece began to wage a war of independence against the Ottoman Empire.
The struggle for freedom of a mostly Christian country perceived as the cradle of
western civilization gathered sympathy in France as well as in the rest of Europe.
This feeling of sympathy is often referred to as “philhellenism.” Francois-René de
Chateaubriand became the leader of this movement with the publication in 1826 of the
fifth edition of Travels in Greece, Palestine, Egypt, and Barbary, during the years 1806 and
1807. In the introduction, he fiercely criticized the French government for not
contributing to the Greek cause.

Nevertheless, Chateaubriand's image as the standard-bearer of philhellenism needs
to be reexamined through a rereading of his travel memoirs published in 1811. In this
book, he wrote that the Greek nation was old and decadent, and opposed Greece's
independence in the near future. His point of view is closed to “mishellenism,” an anti-
Greek sentiment that had been common in Europe for many years.

During the 15 years after the publication of his travel memoirs, Chateaubriand's
views on Greece changed gradually, but there was one aspect of his analysis that
remained the same: his disgust for the autocratic regime of the Ottoman Empire. The
fact that Greece became decadent under Turkish rule, justified, in Chateaubriand’s
mind, the country’s struggle for freedom.
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TIERAT+ TR - F=F AN AL MZ LMD D> 72D TH D, —T5, KEIIA ¥ B
DOBEFEOMERE V) BEAS, SOMIIO T TORENPRT 2L xfafll Tz, 79
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Voir William Saint-Clair, That Greece might still be free, The Philhellenes in the War of Independence,
Open Book Publishers, Cambridge, 2008, p. 354-356.
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VY FOBRKICEOF) 7)) (1826%F) 1k, 4 ZoBMIEE T3
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EREN R E&8EDE 79 v Z NPT 5, )7, —AEEDT
FI— - T75 b AFMOFOI L —VTIE, FTIZTFVITD
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SATEHZTNHMONTIIVWARWD, O, ¥ 7HFokEs

* Voir Fani-Maria Tsigakou, La Gréce retrouvée, artistes et voyageurs des années romantiques,

traduite de I'anglais par Zéline Matignon, SEGHERS, 1984, p. 49.
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7259 (p.696)o

* Chateaubriand, Itinéraire de Paris & Jérusalem, dans (Euvres romanesques et voyages, éd. Maurice
Regard, Gallimard, Bib. de la Pléiade, t. II, 1969, p. 696. LI, [751) %6 T4 L A~Dficke]
2o OFIAIEZ OBIID b DL L, FIRIIA— S EFERT L LT 5
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TTIWET A — b (1826) R b —HE 1 I8R5l SB1314E, 20184,
19—41H,

® Jules Janin, { Argument. Itinéraire de Paris & Jérusalem ), dans (Euvres complétes de Chateaubriand,
Pourrat Fréres, t. IX, 1836, p. 205.

T ZoB X1, —#I2 (philhellénisme ) EIFHEN D, HAGERE LT [#¥) 7 E%] &
WISV LIS ZEDLVD, COFTGEICERREMENERD. TOEKT S L AT
52O BHERCER TR <, & LAKBHRMEHA BN 25 Th b,
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BRI ZD%, XKLV A EEXETHIIT 2, PR, IAMT
A%FET, AV MAN, Y Y FADSIIBIZTED, 7y 714 HHTT~
TFATIE, BAGENFET, ZOMIEATHEURICRSLZ 7T A
HFET T VEROFIZHDTL bV, TORNTEHZH S, 8 H23H
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WD) o ZTHHAINFANAPIAIED), v b= T DOFY
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LLBEVES] 73726y ad X—) =271 25i#fl, Chateaubriand, ibid. p. 1700,
note 1 de page 854.
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" Sarga Moussa, { Le débat entre philhellénes et mishellénes chez les voyageurs francais de
la fin du XVIII® siécle au début du XIX® siécle ) , Revue de littérature comparée, n° 272, 1994,
p. 413.

2 André Thevet, Cosmographie de Levant, éd. F. Lestringant, Genéve, Droz, 1985, p. 87.
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LZEDBWIZIZME—DOR] £y FHEEERL CT»b, (Moniteur, 5 brumaire an VIII) %72
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oriental ), dans Chateaubriand ou les aléas du désir, Belin, 2012, p. 194-239.
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1 Claude-Etienne Savary, Lettres sur la Gréce, Onfroi, 1788, p. 2.
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WCHIER L, Z204AMI, HF) O 7 OBR AR LN, HEHY
TWVRIZKRE LB o72h, & [HE, RAITFEWRILIZF) VTR
WCBJEL T2 2O TRTHELAZEYOEAY L) R Fins 2 b
MTELEVIDIZ, JLOF) 7 Nizbh B0 b0mEs 5 TH
LHVOTH L, MERITEVIES LIHY 25T 5, [ENCKT2F) ¥

1 Chateaubriand, Mémoires d’Outre-Tombe, Livre 4, chap. 8, éd. Jean-Claude Berchet, Bordas,
t. 1, 1989, p. 258.
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% Voir Sarga Moussa, La Relation orientale, Klincksieck, 1995, p. 58.
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