


‘Who Is Shitomi-kun? : A Preliminary Study on Mori Ogai’s Hyaku gatari

This paper is a preliminary study on reading Hyaku-monogatari [One Hundred
Tales], Mori Ogai's short novel which was published in 1911.

First, the paper reveals the hitherto unknown fact that the model for Shitomi-kun is
Kawajiri Seitan. It is based on the research result that the contents of Seitan’s theater
review of Ogai's drama are similar to Shitomi-kun's comment about the protagonist’s
playbook.

Second, we can find many differences between the novel and its models, including
characters, scenes, and events. This fact leads us to the conclusion that the most
appropriate way to read Hyaku-monogatari is to deal with it as autonomous fiction.

Finally, by reading from this perspective, the new plot emerges from the text. A
wandering ghost named Boku [I] follows guests at the hyaku-monogatari [ghost
stories] gathering. Eventually, he meets another ghost called Shikama-ya. Boku and
Shikama-ya are both characterized as “boukanshalbystander]”. In the text, “bystander”
is presented as being equivalent to “ghost”, because it implies not only an attitude
avoiding involvement but also isolation from life and vitality. In this context, Shitomi-
kun plays the role of a spiritualist who summons Boku as a ghost and lets him go
away.

Further analysis will be conducted in my next paper.
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