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Narrative Interruption in Manuscrit trouvé a Saragosse by Jean Potocki

In Manuscrit trouvé a Saragosse, the narrative interruption plays an important role,
yielding unique rhythm and influencing the preceding story to a great extent in this
literary work.

Since Don Quixote by Cervantes, some writers have parodied the novel styles of
those days by pointing out a deception, which is innate in the writing form of all
novels, ie. introducing fiction as reality. However, the narrative interruption is also
observed in many other novels: for example, Jacques le fataliste et son maitre by Diderot
exhibits an efficient tactic. Following the tactics, Potocki uses this technique and
succeeds in constructing a very rich and multi-layered literary world by combining
the interruption and his other original method: nesting multiple stories.

However, in 1810 this preliminary and tentative discourse mostly disappeared in
most of Potcki's 1804, rewritten version of Manuscrit trouvé a Saragosse, where the
narration was not interrupted as often as found in his earlier works. Rather it flows
relatively more successively.
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