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National Character Building through the Song Teaching Materials of
National Schools (Kokumin Gakko) in Japan: A Study on the
Interdisciplinary Curriculum during World War I

Japanese national schools (Kokumin Gakko: 1941-1947) aimed to instill a
patriotic spirit in schoolchildren. Further, through music education, the school
curriculum sought to cultivate national sentiment. This article focuses on the
song teaching materials, connected with Kokuminka (Japanese, moral
training, and Japanese history), in order to examine the characteristics of the
national educational system that aimed to develop the national character.
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