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The Possibility of the Teacher Training Course Responding to the Suffering

Faced by New Primary School Teachers

The purpose of this study is to investigate whether a university teacher-training
course could respond to the suffering faced by new primary school teachers.

I conducted a questionnaire to collect data about the suffering of new teachers and
the shortcomings of the teacher-training course from 50 primary school teachers
undergoing teaching license renewal training.

The main results were as follows:

1) Regarding the regular curriculum at the university campus, I identified 8
categories that new teachers expressed a need for further experience in: “practical
capacity,” “knowledge and skills in teaching,” “enriching the children’s understanding,”
“the school's actual situation, problems, and measures,” “understanding the diverse
work of teachers,” “how to motivate students to learn,” “understanding how to be a
suitable primary school teacher,” and “the limits of learning at the university.”

2) Regarding the regular curriculum at the school, I found 7 categories that new
teachers reported needing further experience in: “working at various schools,”
“enriching the children’s understanding,” “practical capacity,” “communicating with
children,” “long-term practical experience,” “serious experience,” and “understanding
the diverse work of teachers.”

3) Regarding extracurricular activities, such as volunteering, clubs, part-time jobs,
and everyday life, I found 5 categories: “communicating with children in various fields,”
“hobby activities or emotional enrichment,” “volunteering,” “developing the teacher’s
expertise,” and “communicating with various people.”

4) The non-tenured new teachers suffered and considered quitting because they
had to respond to these various problems without having taken the official training
courses for tenured teachers.
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