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Martin van Bruinessen, Agha, Shaikh and State: The Social and Political
Structures of Kurdistan, London and New Jersey: Zed Books, 1992 (A Japanese
translation, part 2)

This is a Japanese translation of Chapter 1 of Martin van Bruinessens Agha, Shaikh
and State: The Social and Political Structures of Kurdistan (London and New Jersey:
Zed Books, 1992) and a continuation of our Japanese translation of the Preface and
the Introduction of the same work which appeared in the last issue (Seishin Studies,
vol. 127, June 2016). Chapterl starts by giving general information about
contemporary Kurdistan, including geography, the geopolitical situation, population,
economic activities, language, and religion. The author then traces major developments
of Kurdish nationalist movements in Turkey, Iraq, and Iran from the 1960s to the
1980s. As the book was published more than two decadesago, naturally some points
need to be updated to match the current situation. However, it should be also
underlined that this chapter is largely based on Bruinessen’s own fieldwork and that,
when using a secondary source, the author does not fail to meticulously check it
against his own observations.
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