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Johann Peter Eckermann in conversation with Goethe

In 1823, a rather modest young German named Johann Peter Eckermann paid
Goethe a visit in Weimar, the Mecca of German classical culture. He was interested in
literature and aspired to become a writer. Unexpectedly, he was warmly welcomed by
this great poet and genius of universal talent. At that time, Goethe was already
seventy-three years old and had a reputation of being one of the most gifted poets of
the world and received visitors from all over the world. After the greeting, the visitor
was immediately accepted as a secretary of sorts by the host.

From then on, he spent as much time as possible in having a conversation with
Goethe. Goethe must have felt quite at ease when he had a conversation with this
loyal secretary. Loyal he was, he dedicated himself to the words Goethe spoke for
almost ten years until his death. He listened to the poet with both ears. In the
presence of Eckermann, Goethe was able to freely discuss the things he did and
thought about at that time. The document created by the secretary consists of these
dialogues, and it is full of stimulating impressions that reflect more vividly the
personality and works of the poet than Goethe's own writings. The philosopher
Friedrich Nietzsche mentioned the document with the greatest respect and he
believes that it is the most important work of not only of the poet, but also of modern
German literature. This paper examines the aspects that made the document possible.

It is evident that the dialogues consist of spoken conversations, which the devoted
secretary collected as documents and then compiled them as authentically as possible
into a book. Originally, they were not written for the book. Nietzsche called it the best
writing in German prose that should be read repeatedly. The writer is Eckermann
whose contribution to German literature is of great importance. What did he do in the
presence of his hero? The fact is that he concentrated himself entirely on listening to
Goethe and understanding his words. He rarely acted proactively and could be called a
man of passiveness. However, it must be added that his passiveness was active in
nature and it can be said that his passive and receptive attitude towards his object
made it possible for him to enter the gigantic universe of Goethe and to produce the
best book according to Nietzsche. We can find a similar perception of the world in
Goethe and Eckermann. Although Goethe was an active hero during the start of
German modernism, his nature is more passive than active. In conversation with
Eckermann, he repeatedly emphasized the importance of receiving the world in its
present state, instead of theorizing it. This is also his perception towards research on
nature as a natural scientist. He was quite receptive of natural phenomena that could
not be easily theorized. In such cases, which happened quite often, he observed and
accepted them. Underlying such phenomena, he saw God as infinite intellect in the
sense of Spinoza's philosophy. Goethe was truly a great master of observation and
acceptance of the universe. So was Eckermann in the presence of his master Goethe.
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