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The Circumstances of the Chung-shan Gunboat Incident

On March 20 in 1926, suspecting a plat to abduct him, Chiang Kai-shek, super-
intendent of the Whampoa Military Academy, placed the city of Canton under mar-
tial law, arrested Li Chih-lung, deputy chief of the Navy Bureau, concurrently cap-
tain of the gunboat Chung-shan, and laid siege to the houses of the Soviet advisers.
This so-called “Chung-shan Gunboat Incident” is known as the beginning of the end
of the “Collaboration of the CNP (Chinese Nationalist Party) and the CCP (Chinese
Communist Party) ” that started in 1924, also as an epochmaking event that led
Chiang to the seat of power both in the CNP and in its army.

Concerning the request to dispatch the Chung-shan, which has been a mystery
of the incident, many of the past studies tried to find the cause in the political
antagonism that existed in the background between the Left Wing and the Right

' Wing within the CNP. .

As for the struggle among the leaders surrounding Chiang, the researchers, in
general, also were apt to pay attention only to the conflict between Chiang and the
Soviet advisers, as well as between Chiang and Wang Ching-wei.

The article has three purposes: (1) to put the development of the incident in its
chronological order, (2) to examine the origin of the outbreak of the incident with
particular attentjon to the personal relations among the persons concerned, and (3)
to consider the political situation surrounding Chiang at that time with reference
to the relationship between Chiang and other military leaders.
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