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The Collapse of the Second Matsukata Cabinet (Part2)

In August 1897, an effort was made to combine into a single political entity the
three pro-government factions (Giin Kurabu, Shin Jiyuto and Kokumin Kurabu). It
was said that the underlying motive was to include also the Jitsugyd Doshi Kurabu
and unaffilated Diet members to create a political force that would be a numerical
match for the combined numbers of the Shimpoid and Jiyuta. The leaders who were
behind this effort were purported to be Army Minister Takashima Tomonosuke and
Home Minister Kabayama Sukenori. However, the conflicts that existed among the
various factions as well as the presence of Diet members who, from their
chozenshugi position, disdained relations with the government, resulted in a mere 43
participants in the Kodokai, the anti-established party alliance, that had been
formed on October 16, 1897 for this purpose. Moreover, insufficient government
inducements led to the Kodokai's estrangement from the government on the eve of
the Diet’s eleventh session.

On December 14, Army Minister Takashima proposed at a cabinet meeting
that the government tide over the forthcoming session by having Saigs Juadd in the
prime minister’s post and incumbent Prime Minister, concurrently Finance Min-
ister Matsukata as finance minister. Takashima, to ensure the success of his pro-
posal maneuvered also to get the Jiyuld's support. He assured the other cabinet
members that Matsukata had agreed to his proposal. Most of the other cabinet
members, however, opposed Takashima's proposal. Matsukata, who had not attend-
ed, later made clear that he had not given his approval.

In this manner, the Matsukata government, after the dissolution of its coalition
with the Shimpoto also failed in its effort to form a new coalition that included the
Kokumin Kyokai and the Jiyuts, and saw the Kodokai reject it as well. Matsukata
for a moment considered the possibility of dissolving the House of Representatives
as a way to surmount the crisis, but at the moment of the Cabinet’s vote on this
matter, he began to have second thoughts. Matsukata had revealed to Communica-
tions Minister Nomura (Yasushi) that Emperor Meiji had privately requested that
Prime Minister Matsukata’s resignation would follow the resignations of Army
Minister Takashima and Home Minister Kabayama.

On December 25, the Matsukata Cabinet ordered the dissolution of the House
of Representatives at the same time that a non-confidence vote against it had been
introduced in the House of Representatives. Immediately after this, the Cabinet

resigned.
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