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How TAKIZAWA BAKIN Collected Books

TAKIZAWA BAKIN, a famous Japanese novelist in the nineteenth
century, collected a lot of Japanese books and Chinese books by buying them
from bookstores and by getting books copied. He employed copyists who were
samurais and doctors of the lower class.

He used the knowledge based on those books in writing his novels and
essays. He was proud to show his knowledge to his members of the salons.
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