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Some Problems about the Success of Rousseau’s Discourse on Sciences and Arts (2) —

In this series of articles, the author intends to examine the circumstance of
the success of Rousseau’s First Discourse. In the wake of the preceding article
which treated the Academy of Dijon and the competition of 1750, this article is
concerned with the “Mercure de France”.

The “Mercure de France” was a rather popular literary magazine for the read-
ers of polite society. Its newly nominated director was by chance G. Th. Raynard,
one of the companions of Rousseau and Diderot. Perhaps in accordance with Dide-
rot, to whom Rousseau commissioned the publication of his Discourse, Raynard led
a vigourous campaign in his magazine for this Discourse and no doubt this campaign
would have contributed largely to its success. But Raynard was not in total accord
with Rousseau’s thoroughly negative opinion on civilization. He made reservations
on several points of Rousseau’s argument and this stand would have been common
already among most of Rousseau’s companions including Diderot himself.
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