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A Study of Religious Freedom of the Bakumatsu-Ishin period: The Iwakura Mission
and Religion< 6 >

In 1889, Meiji Imperial Constitution was promulgated in the form of a gift to
the people by the Emperor, and Article 28 of the Constitution stated clearly that
“Japanese subjects shall, within limits not prejudical to peace and order and not
antagonistic to their duties as subjects, enjoy freedom of religious belief”. Today,
there are two interpretations holding a different view about this Article 28. One
acknowledges that this Article 28 is one of the successful attainments of the Meiji
Government through the process of learning from the model of modern European
countries, and also an answer to the popular demand for religious freedom since it
proved to be an important issue in treaty revisions with foreign powers. Moreover,
there were strong movements of Kirishitan’s (Catholic) and Protestants’s various
activities.

As to the other point of view, one criticizes Article 28 as concealing a con-~
spiracy of the Government with the Japanese Tenno system and Shinto. The gov-
ernment gave special privileges to Shinto by creating new Kokka-shinto (State
religion). This manipulation was the cause of the ineffectuality of the Meiji Con-
stitution guarantee of religious freedom.

The relationship between Article 28 and the Iwakura Mission, is the theme
which I have been pursuing. This is the sixth paper in which I have attempted to
ex\plain the background of the period just before the Iwakura Mission’s departure
for Europe. Because of limitation of space, the second half of my study will be
published in the next volume.
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