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A Reading of Paradise Lost (I1I)

one Almighty is, from whom
All things proceed, and up to him return, . . .
V. 469-470.

Both in the beginning and in the end, God is present, because He is
“Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last”
(Rev.22.13). Therefore, He created the heaven and the earth, not “ex nihilo,”
but “ex Deo.”

The process of the creation is vividly described by Raphael to Adam in
Book VII of Paradise Lost. The heavenly muse Urania, the spirit of
knowledge, that is, scientia, is first mentioned here. The scientific information
in Book VII marks the beginning of the poem’s treatment, in its latter half, of
all things knowable on earth, and has associations with the evolution theory
of Charles Darwin. In fact, Paradise Lost was Darwin’s favorite poem: he
carried it about and read it during his voyage on the Beagle.

Book VII contains many excellent descriptive lines, one of which is on the
beautiful figure of a swan that makes readers feel as though they can see it
and the image it symbolizes, that of the “Lady of Christ’s.” The final object of
evolution 1s man, which reminds us of the last words of another evolutionist
Teihard de Chardin.

According to the “ex Deo” theory, all things come not only from God but
also out of God, and so nothing can be annihilated. But all things were
deprived of good because of the original sin of man, and they must be saved
from the resultant evils and deficiencies of the sin through the method of
dissolution in the end. Then God becomes “all in all.”
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For Man to tell how human life began
Is hard; for who himself beginning knew?

VIII. 250-251
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As new-waked from soundest sleep,
Soft on the flowery herb I found me laid, . . .
VIII. 253-254.
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(‘Straight toward Heaven,” VIII. 257)°
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... raised
By quick instinctive motion up I sprung,
As thitherward endeavouring, and upright

Stood on my feet.
VIII. 258-261.
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But who I was, or where, or from what cause,
(D Knew not.
VIII. 270-271.
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Tell, if ye saw, how came I thus, how here!

VIIIL. 277.
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Not of myself; by some greater Maker then, .
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VIIIL. 278.
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Tell me, how may I know him, how adore,
From whom I have that thus I move and live,
And feel that I am happier than I know!

VIII. 280-282.
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Tell, if ye saw, how came I thus, how here!

Not of myself; by some great Maker then,

In goodness and in power pre-eminent.

Tell me, how may I know him, how adore,

From whom I have that thus I move and live,

And feel that I am happier than I know!
VIIL. 277-282.
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Before the hills appeared or fountain flowed,
Thou with Eternal Wisdom didst converse,
Wisdom thy sister, and with her didst play
In presence of th” Almighty Father, pleased
With thy celestial song. VII. 8-12.
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So spake the Almighty, and to what he spake
His Word, the Filial Godhead, gave effect.
VII. 174-175.
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Thus far extend, thus far thy bounds;
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This be thy just circumference, O World!
VII. 230-231.

‘circumscribe’ 27 ‘circum, around + scribere to make lines, write.” & 9 ‘to draw a line around, encompass, lim-
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He formed golden compasses,
And began to explore the Abyss; .
1 Urizen, VII. 39-40.
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Part, single or with mate,
Graze the sea-weed, their pasture, and through groves
Of coral stray, or, sporting with quick glance,
Show to the sun their waved coats dropt with gold;
Or, in their pearly shells at ease, attend

Moist nutriment, or under rocks their food
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In jointed armour watch; . . .

VII. 403-409.
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The grassy clods now calved; now half appeared
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The tawny lion, pawing to get free
His hinder parts, then springs, as broke from bonds,
And rampant shakes his brinded mane; . . .

VII. 463-466.

X 5 [HY L | Y DMS 5 &) (The serpent, subtlest beast of all the field, VII. 495) | {450 2n0° &7 &)
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9F 42| (B. A. Wright, op. cit. 150)°
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a creature who, not prone

And brute as other creatures, but endued
With sanctity of reason, might erect
His stature, and upright with front serene
Govern the rest, self-knowing, and from thence
Magnanimous to correspond with Heaven,
But grateful to acknowledge whence his good
Descends; thither with heart, and voice, and eyes,
Directed in devotion, to adore
And worship God supreme, who made him chief
Of all this works.

VII. 506-516.
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Supreme of things!
Thou in thyself art perfect, and in thee
Is no deficience found; . .. No need that thou
Should’st propagate, already infinite,
And through all numbers absolute, though One; .
VIIIL. 414-421.

LPUBION LGOS VE | <PROLME Z LOREMINVERMpOvOMVROL WIRNHOEOS

SOV WP R

Thou, in thy secrecy although alone,
Best with thyself accompanied, seek’st not

Social communication; .

VIII. 427-429

KLo
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It is interesting to contemplate an entangled bank, clothed with many plants of many kinds, with birds
singing on the bushes, with various insects flitting about, and with worms crawling through the damp

earth, and to reflect that these elaborately constructed forms, so different from each other, and dependent

on each other in so complex a manner, have all been produced by laws acting around us.
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Thus, from the war of nature, from famine and death, the most exalted object which we are capable of
conceiving, namely, the production of the higher animals, directly follows. There is grandeur in this view of
life, with its several powers, having been originally breathed by the Creator into a few forms or into one;
and that, whilst this planet has gone cycling on according to the fixed law of gravity, from so simple a

beginning endless forms most beautiful and most wonderful have been, and are being, evolved.
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All things proceed, . . .
one first matter all,
Endued with various forms, various degrees

Of substance, and, in things that live, of life;

So from the root
Springs lighter the green stalk, from thence the leaves
More aery, last the bright consummate flower

Spirits odorous breathes: . . . V. 470-482.
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one Almighty is, from whom
All things proceed, and up to him return,
If not depraved from good, created all

Such to perfection, . . . V. 469-472.
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Though now to Death I yield, and am his due,
All that of me can die, yet, that debt paid,
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Thou [i. e. Father] wilt not leave me in the loathsome grave,
His prey, nor suffer my unspotted soul

For ever with corruption there to dwell;

But I shall rise victorious, and subdue

My vanquisher, spoiled of his vaunted spoil.

Death his death’s wound shall then receive, and stoop
Inglorious, of his mortal sting disarmed;

I through the ample air in triumph high

Shall lead Hell captive maugre Hell, and show

The powers of Darkness bound. . . ...

While, by thee raised, I ruin all my foes,

Death last, and with his carcase glut the grave;
Then, with the multitude of my redeemed,

Shall enter Heaven, long absent, and return,

Father, to see thy face, wherein no cloud

Of anger shall remain, but peace assured

And reconcilement: wrath shall be no more

Thenceforth, but in thy presence joy entire.
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The World shall burn, and from her ashes spring
New Heaven and Earth, wherein the just shall dwell,
And after all their tribulations long

See golden days, fruitful of golden deeds,

With Joy and Love triumphing, and fair Truth.
Then thou thy regal sceptre shalt lay by,

For regal sceptre then no more shall need;

God shall be all in all. III. 334-341.
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The Woman’s Seed—obscurely then foretold,

Now amplier known thy Saviour and thy Lord;
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Last in the clouds from Heaven to be revealed
In glory of the Father, to dissolve

Satan with his perverted world; then raise
From the conflagrant mass, purged and refined,
New Heavens, new Earth, ages of endless date,
Founded in righteousness and peace and love,
To bring forth fruits, joy and eternal bliss.

XII. 543-551.
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one Almighty is, from whom

All things proceed, and up to him return. V. 469-470.
[#] QF X ERROL REBVSELR T - IQE(ED PV ] (mn=NeZo)?

(Bt ROg” KNOMROL SR IMVEKOSCIR HENRIIOMIL L0’ QROTBRIND RS’
RARPI90° KR O XA RO Lo | (m ExEIREE | ol [112)°

[P ewaD ELOHN ERYOVELL ERELKO VL] (ar4]8)°

MK Q111287 R0 QRIS IIEK 2 HKre )V [RIEKE] 0 B8 QIIXE0OREY (H—EES)°

MREE] 280 0oiRy” TERRRS BRQ # ] - EXOERK e {o T 1 R QKK
(ERE SR DNER DR W-oEmiRe £ LA B O S S0 5° Ween MERTE
RER WOORPEDRBEORLY D80 [H] RRRQEKRINSFBONRES ] (H-2BE5-3)°

FTHKEHE] QFE QI IDLE~ [ O QMK (one first matter, V. 472) | {3109 Q 1" [HIF Q (3% Q R{reHr4E 7

A =S

ELOHOUPQPBDRBIODS | (H—2AEES)° 1000 [HFE DK OVIT00)Q 85 KBVEL D

50



)

fi# [RAEE] (=

P
WL,

2° DPAEO Y ERIQEIIoN WK LR ORI 40 KOMIDNE S0 e | (H—2x=E)°
RN Vv N VUL R LR S EEC-OK O VR o VB v EKQMF QR VE 0L 0T
W0 PREER R BT R” EEE0R (H11F -3 DR BRUT oL RQKUIKN -
& e Q 48 (Till their lost shape, permitted, they resumed, X. 574)°

o - OB EEVEE S REQRVEH LRORIV S 0+ N QIHRREE (mortalism)
97 1) QFEE Q K- 1258:0° 1) KL BEER Q EIWIS N 00Q PR T KK QEEIIES 10+ Q 4810°
(MNRFELD %= NSO REHR (N b —) URE (3 —1) WRL OISR~ [ =1 |
Q| HIPL IEHIN | 0820V ML DR DRE MV KEQRREFKAHOHIK L9 eNY e VniE-oR
LU0 420 RIVRK Q JHE & O BHEE R0 00 1) A AUHDN 42 N NIk K Qi & 42007 B0 0 L H0iE
PR DORQKEWLLOROESQD VRS, LUOEIQ#HY" UED L HKWEY K% W
5 BEOL1I90° R [RIEQH] 8o’ [IRRQE] 40 0 L° B D L4 MR ®IT] 12.8.800°
& EQHoUsN 09 | N MR e 1)U ond i3 5 Q [U910°

Riee
Wy

K OEDKEQEIIWEM L EO VI 427 [HEH0 DEFVKo< S EEUED Y {8902 LIRES
retire ff K UKUEUW90 094 EEHSROOLLR HEEWRN L L OB Ib e wgnw” QR

DR B 2° QU OBEOQUPOENNR DS S 0Q BR0" IO 1) R OB 8404810 S-S IIH
BLAHIWV NEQWS 2R NKOEK O LN O BN Dl QARIMHIA O WIKR 9 Q REE VB | A°

51



ERILA—ES

ride forth, and bid the Deep
Within appointed bounds be Heav'n and Earth,
Boundless the Deep, because I am who fill
Infinitude, nor vacuous the space.
Though I uncircumscrib’d my self retire,
And put not forth my goodness, which is free
To act or not, Necessitie and Chance

Approach not mee, and what I will is Fate.

VII. 166-173. (Columbia Ed.)
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The filial power arrived, and sat him down

With his great Father (for he also went

Invisible, yet stayed: such privilege

Hath omnipresence) and the work ordained,

Author and end of all things, and from work

Now resting, blessed and hallowed the seventh day, .
VII. 587-592.
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