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A Study of the Small Town Block Communities and the Festivals of the Sanne and
Kanda Shrines in Edo City

There were many small town block communities— chonai—in Edo city in the
early modern ages. The members of the community were the owners of lands and
houses in the small town block, and agents of the owners not living there. They met
to confer and decide the matters of their community under limited self-government.
They worked as an agent of their community —gachigyoji—for a month in turns.
The agent worked also as an official of the small town block as ordered by the city
magistrates.

In the small town block, many towns people lived in the houses for rent faced
the street, and in the small houses for rent in the rear of the houses. They were
not admitted as the members of the community. The fire men, the keepers of the
gate and the bridge were employed by the community, and also lived there.

The towns people living in over half the small town blocks in Edo city cele-
brated at the Sanno shrine, and the towns people living in the other small town
blocks celebrated at the Kanda shrine. The members of the small town block com-
munities joined the procession of the festival with the pagent, the dancing team of
girls, the musicians, and the girls mimicking team. They organized many young men
living in their small town block to join as guardsmen. They also organized the fire
men, the towns people living in the small rental houses to join the procession. They
employed the dancing team, the musicians, the mimics, and the fire men who be-
longed to the other small town block communities. They paid much money to cover
the cost of the procession, and assigned the rest to the non-members of the com-
munity living in the small town block. They did not exclude the non-members from
the festival. Those processions of the festivals were very rare in feudal Japan.
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