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Some Problems about the Success of Rousseau’s Discourse on Sciences and
Arts(1)

The success of the Discourse on Sciences and Aris made Rousseau suddenly
emerge from long obscurity. He took seriously his argument against civilization
which he developed in this essay and persisted to justify this opinion throughout
the rest of his life; all the grandeur and the misery of his life as a litterateur
would be the result of this obstinate effort.

The author intends to examine the circumstance of the success of this work in
a series of articles. The Academy of Dijon and the competition of 1750 which
crowned Rousseau are the subjects of this article. What is the Academy of Dijon ?
What people composed this provincial academy? Who took part in the
competition? Why did the Academy choose Rousseau’s essay as prize-winner 7
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