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Fundamentals of National Reconstruction and the Chinese Nationalist Party

The Sun Yat-sen (FR¥Efill, Sun Wen #8 ) era which comprises the first
thirty years or so of the history of the Chinese Nationalist Party or Chungkuo
Kuomintang (PEIBE¥) was an important period which gave birth to the “Three
Principles of the People” (= B F #) as well as to almost all the political
theories and fundamental policies of the same Party. Among the basic policies
formulated during this period that controlled the Party's government for twenty
years were “Fundamentals of National Reconstruction” (FEdA##) drawn up in 1924,

The FNR was a program explaining the revolutionary process to be followed
after the Nationalist Party, which at the time ruled the Canton province, set up the
Nationalist Government and unified the entire country by armed force. It would ex-
ercise CNP dictatorial “political tutelage” (B and finally actualize a multi-
party government named ‘constitutional rule” (). This program was actual-
ized in 1928 after the unification of the nation and became one of the particular
characteristics of the Nationalist Government’s rule.

The purpose of this article is to investigate and summarize : 1) how the FNR
came into being, 2) what role the established FNR later played in the CNP govern-
ment.

The article is divided into three sections. Section I makes clear how, in Janu-
ary, 1924, Sun Yat-sen drew up the FNR, and at the first Party Congress held in
the same month, proposed that it be included in a resolution to set up a Nationalist
Government, but how, because of few supporters, it was not adopted. Section [I
presents how Sun Yat-sen published the FNR in the newspapers without the
approval of the Party, and further, how, in September of the same year, with the
outbreak of civil war in Northern China, he, under the title of Generalissimo of the
Canton government, established the FNR. In Section I I referred to the fact that
Sun Yat-sen, at his demise in March of the following year (1925), left a "Last
Will and Testament” (@ WR) asking that the FNR be carried out, which his
successors officially decided to respect. As a result the FNR became the official
policy of the Party, and from 1928 to 1948 formed the “political tutelage” of the
Party. This led to the dictatorship of the CNP.
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