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On Periodic Divisions in the History of the Chinese Nationalist Party

This coming November (1994) will mark exactly 100 years since the formation
of the Xing-zhong Hui (##12), the forerunner of the Zhong-Kuo Kuomindang (#
[EIEIR %), or the Chinese Nationalist Party (CNP). It once governed mainland
China; later, only Taiwan and neighboring islands and straits remained under its
jurisdiction, but, supported by economic development, the party has maintained
much the same condition for the past 45 years.

How should we look upon the history of this party which has held a sustained
position in East Asian history? With this question in mind I have, in this article,
conducted a study of periodic divisions in CNP history with the purpose of placing
the hundred years’ history within the framework of modern Chinese history.

This article is made up of two chapters. The first is an assessment of the re-
sults and problems presented by two studies, namelyl) the history of the CNP
(1920 to recent times) from the CNP point of view, and?) the full-scale research
now under way in mainland China. The second chapter will be an exposition of the
bases of transitional change within the party from the viewpoint of stressing the
importance of the principles underlying CNP political behavior, under the following
headings: 1) principles, party platform, 2) problems of government, 3) ac-
quisition and loss of political power, 4) administrative structure, 5) organiza-
tion and leadership structure. Based on these considerations I then proposed a
method of dividing the history of the CNP into the following 9 periods:

1) Nov. 1894—Feb. 1912 : Formation of the Revolutionary organization and the
Anti-Manchu Revolutionary Movement (S i§%$ & E®8)

2) March 1912—June 1914 : Opening of the Tong-Meng-Hui (B8 £) to the
public and collapse of the parliamentarism of the CNP

3) July 1914—Dec. 1923 : Formation of the Chinese Revolutionary party (¥
M%) followed by alteration of the name to CNP and reorganization

4) Jan. 1927—June 1928 : First National Congress (—2 K %) and Northern
Expedition (4tfR) ‘

5) June 1929— Sept. 1931 : National unification and struggle for power within
the party

6) Sept. 1931 — Aug. 1945 : Japanese invasion of Manchuria, and the Anti-
Japanese War

7) Aug. 1945—Dec. 1945 : Post-war civil war and loss of political power

8) Dec. 1949—0ct. 1971 : Authoritarian government in Taiwan

9) Oct. 1971—1994 : Transition to democratization of government
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