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A Study of Yaso-Syerui Carried by the Iwakura Mission on Their World Tour: The
Iwakura Mission and Religion<{ 5 >

I had the opportunity to study again the early Meiji Government’s anti-Christ-
ian policy, when I was asked by Humani-syob6 Company to make a catalog of Yaso-
Syorui {Government Documents on Japanese Christianity. Microfilms of these
documents were published in 1994). The Iwakura Mission carried these Yaso-
Syorui on their world tour.

Since Japan opened its doors to the West in 1854, the Edo Bakufu was forced
to allow Westerners to worship freely as part of treaty port concessions. But the
Edo Bakufu maintained their prohibition on Christianity. By 1859 churches, and
schools were opened by the missionaries in Yokohama, Edo and Nagasaki. In 1865
descendants of Japanese Christians from Urakami in Nagasaki made contact with
Fr. Petitjean, a French Catholic missionary. Then they declared themselves Catho-
lic and rejected the allegiance to local Buddhist temples.

In 1867 sixty-eight Christians were arrested on orders of the Edo Bakufu, tor-
tured and forced to reject Catholicism. This incident immediately aroused the fore-
ign Christian society and the news was carried abroad. This is the so-called
“Uragami-yonban-kuzure”,

The collapse of the Edo-Bakufu and the installation of the new regime did not
bring any basic change of policy towards Christianity. The Meiji Government reis-
sued “Gobono-Keiji”, the old prohibition of Christianity as an evil “Jyasy@mon”.
In 1870, 3,384 Uragmi Christians were ordered to be exiled into 22 “Han”, do-
mains in Japan. Again the foreign community was inflamed and remonstrated with
members of the new government.

Okuma Shigenobu, and Kido Takayoshi who was later to be one of the vice-
ministers of the Iwakura mission, had been involved at first hand in the Christian
problem. This brought them into conflict with Western diplomats like Parkes and
the French, English, American and Dutch ministers. The Japanese Government
tried to explain its point of view by arguing that this was a domestic problem and
that the local Christians were breaking Japanese law and inciting animosity and
civil disturbances.

The Christian problem continued to cause tension between Japan and the
foreign powers up to 1871, the year of the departure of the Iwakura Mission.
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