FroEZ, I2BITH TIRGE, &
Ry OF—=

oM &



The Theme of ‘Obedience’and ‘Rebellion’ in George Eliot’s Romola

The sufferings of the heroine of George Eliot’s only historical novel Romola
result mainly from the conflict between two irreconcilable principles. One is a per-
sonal principle which claims loyalty to one’s blood relations, and the other is a
Comtean principle which urges each individual to contribute to the development of
the society he belongs to. The point of Romola’s agony lies in the fact that both of
the two principles have their own validity. After all Romola rejects the latter,
which implies that, although George Eliot agrees in many points with Comte, she
has some objection to his positivistic view of history. In the course of the narra-
tive, Romola’s image is transformed from ‘Antigone’ to ‘the Blessed Lady’. This
transformation shows the author’s strong concern for the importance of morality in
the development of mankind. The future of Romola, however, is eternally barren, in
contrast with her husband, who has nothing to do with moral consciousness. The
epilogue of the novel shows the author’s ambiguous view of history, which seems to
develop prompted by an amoral energy, freed from all human duties,
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It is the_ habit of my imagination to strive after as full a vision of the
medium in which a character moves as of the character itself. The
psychological causes which prompted me to give such details of
Florentine life and history as I have given, are precisely the same as
those which determined me in giving the details of English village life
in ‘Silas Marner,’ or the ‘Dodson’ life, out of which were developed
the destinies of poor Tom and Maggie.” ‘
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Those ideas had all been sown in the fresh soil of Tito's mind, and
were lively germs there: that was the proper order of things—the
order of Natﬁre, which treats all maturity as a mere nidus for youth.
Baldassarre had done his work, had had his draught of life: Tito said
it was his turn now. (117)

(M5 DBBITTNTT 1 — FOHMOFH L@, h, 22
THEEEL LILHFEERVTVSE, TRAWHDOIELWEFE, HAD
BREEVHBOT, FRREEVLHEEZTITEVEORGELTL
PRDRVDE, SNV THy VIRAGOLTRR R, HEOEGEK

— 61 — 122



A2
AFLTLE D, SEREHFDHRLZLT 4 — MIE o 720)

72T « FEF IV b (Felicia Bonaparte) DT 5L 512, 22
HUILAICY =Y 4 =X AR BRANROABY, 74— bDEI &
12, TCORRIEZERFOLDLE LI MAMICHRLRBILRA
H, RRIUTH 9 LOLDTHBETOEED, TEIhbboEkE
BB EHGLT LN TEDZHFDL D, (118) ZLnH) T Ll b, 29
Lz —w 4 YH2FEHIRBWTE, BEEEW) bR b EEREL
%he ELTTF 4 — P EZWZOFHOBTH Ty 722ewnH T i
AHEOML Ltk 72555 a =Y« )4y b OESRMIBRT AT
i, Tl AT LD TRH) THHERMO LV, F4— AT 4
Loy 2 DBEGEICE b o TWzoh, ZORREHMHTEIZV - £S5
LT FLTHEOFTENIE T T 20ADBMRIIFAL L H Ik B,
TEWBDOM 2 LEMHE L IO, HICRAELEWI b DX ETIT
Bo& D, FRELBROLMBICRED G oY - 2OBMERLTE
723 B17) DTHB, TD TIKIZE BER, L) Ddb T/, HLRE
FHORHDVEDTH B, BIEDITHICBIT HBARANDKEFIX, BEIC .
X BEDORMPSLIRMIZE L D b DD, WhOfThiL, RIS
B RETARELBICL > THRELRITH I LR B, ZOHHD
RTEEANE, F—v 4 YRIBRERBICNT AV s - - 2Y %y POBE
Wi RMERTIDOTHS,

AT 4 — M, SV Y o LOBFTHD ERBHS, NIV F—0F%E
DBFTHH b, TLTCHE NNV F—RIREDEAZRD S R25E, 43U
bEMNCHENZ AR L LTHPR TV DI TREVI EFbR 5,
DEIARBOHFLFEE - T0iE, KBUIIHT 5T L LTOERE
RBEASTHY, RLTRO L ISBEOHRIHSIEALTLE o
TWibiF T %V, BFROTEICHS TEVEDREFEE, & TV
HFWORBOPITIEE 5 TWT, IAREDEFORICES Shiifhid

121 — 62 —



faxg, 2615 MRIE & TR, oF—=
MOHE AR ERIIEA LR o7, 690 TALKERDUNIBINT:
F 4= M3, TELLTAHNTLE o 2B F0PIc gk E hioff
DIEE) 69 DL LIF{E o Tze ZTDWRTT 4 — M, FuI 7%
V=K LBEOEENDRRS S LIz 4+ T5 4 AT — D5
BRELER Do BH, 574 A0—EFAULTY b A S —ThBT 4 —
bid, B T EBE ORI D ST BITHENEE T AN F— TV B,
F4— FRBSRBEM Sy H A, TETELBENT YT FRA—ICRET,
HEDTERTIT FA—IZWIED /Ny HADE%, Yo .51 a3
EICHATKIICH P €S, HOTRIE, €T ICRNEERLALTED
4 OMBAD % 8¢, BHELEAEOREDRFISHEANDL I L TH-
72o LOLROEFICRFOS 7O RRRBIN Lol SDS
W, TA—MFEIF4R—ED Vo F ) PMLEH LTS Z
AW oTVD L I IZO BB, | |
IRV EPDFE) LI, NV F—~DEHEVH HTIETIE, T4
—7EF4—FEVITAD THTF, O THEOMS (o) 'Y & LTH
PNTWD, FERIRILERIETART 4 — 212 L, "Wl L 3,
(157) UNDEAGE b o T eh oz BRI RELTDT 4 — M
FLIzDE, BiITbo TRDEELE NI AW LPTITLL ) ETH
%o B OMH %5 F— ORI THRIIIFR L2 & v ) RO,
P Lvnbord Lk, L LuETOEMITT 515,
KB THENMERFHFRICEDW L0 TH Y, FHzHEoHBAE L
PRTWARWT 4 — MIREDT EHFECHBTI LV, UETDT 14—
M B REDPREN T b DL o 72DiE, HEA/N F—OH 2 HEHh
EFHLTOARE Mo L AP0 TH B, € LTHKE, EFzE
WoZ- kDb L EXDIRBELEO D, 1205, 74— bbb oo BT
BrikEEAH L LR, 0ETOLIDEDDRNNEL B,

But that force of outward symbols by which our active life is knit
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together so as to make an inexorable external identity for us, not to
be shaken by our wavering consciousness, gave a strange effect to
this simple movement towards taking off her ring—a movement which
was but a small sequence of her energetic resolution. It brought a
vague but arresting sense that she was somehow violently rending her
life in two. (324-5)
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The law was sacred. Yes, but rebellion might be sacred too. It flashed

upon her mind that the problem before her was essentially the same

as that which Bad lain before Savonarola—the problem where the

sacredness of obedience ended and where the sacredness of rebellion

began. (474)
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