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Milton and Ramean Logic

In 1672, two years before his death, Milton published a textbook of logic enti-
tled Artis Logicae Plenior Institutio, AD PETRI RAMI Methodum concinnata, which
was presumably written about 1647-48, The fact that this book was written so
early and published so late reveals that Milton had retained much interest in and
affection for this book. '

Here I wish to make clear what Ramean logic is, why Milton is attracted to it,
and how it influences Milton's poetry.

The most distinctive characteristics of Ramean logic are firstly the dif-
ferentiation between ‘artificial’ and ‘inartificial’ in ‘arguments’, secondly the dis-
junctive dichotomy in the way of thinking, and thirdly its subsuming rhetoric in
accordance with the tendency of Renaissance humanism.

The differentiation between ‘artificial’ and ‘inartificial’ reminds me of the Kant-
ian critique of understanding phenomena and reality. The word ‘artificial’ means
‘obvious, natural, discovered by the art of logic’, which is contrary to its present-
day usage. The word ‘inartificial’ means ‘borrowed, based on testimony or even au-
thority.’

The invocation at the beginning of Paradise Lost shows that an artificial argu-
ment is paralleled with an inartificial argument which has the same content, the
process of which covers the first four lines.

‘To justify the ways of god to men’ is nothing but ‘to accommodate the inartifi-
cial arguments into the artificial arguments.” Which also seems to me to adopt the
method of what is called demythologizing theology.

The disjunctive dichotomical way of thinking and speaking is most remarkably
displayed in the temptation scenes. From this viewpoint I interpreted the tempta-
tion scene in which Satan tries to make Eve eat the forbidden fruit in Book IX.

Persuasion gave birth to rhetoric, from which logic was refined in classical
antiquity. In the mood of anti-scholasticism, Renaissance humanists restored the
classical rhetoric into their modern logic. In Milton’s Art of Logic, many classical
writings are quoted as concrete examples in order to explain the difficulties of the
academic terms of logic. In other words, rhetoric serves as a slave to logic, which
reminds me that the epic simile has the same role in the main plot in Paradise Lost.
Milton was keenly aware of the relation of rhetoric subordinate to logic. It is
understood from this that Milton preferred logic. to dialectic in spite of the same
content conveyed by both words.
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That to the highth of this great argument

I may assert eternal providence,
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And justify the ways of God to.men.
P. L 1. 24-26. italics mine
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Of man’s first disobedience, and the fruit
Of that forbidden tree, whose mortal taste
Brought death into the world, and all our woe,
With loss of Eden, till one greater man
Restore us, and regain the blissful seat,
Sing heavenly Muse, that on the secret top
Of Oreb, or of Sinai, didst inspire
That shepherd, who first taught the chosen seed,
In the beginning how the heavens and earth
Rose out of chaos: or if Sion hill
Delight thee more, and Siloa’s brook that flowed
Fast by the oracle of God; I thence
Invoke thy aid to my adventurous song,
That with no middle flight intends to soar
Above the Acnian mount, while it pursues
Things unattempted yet in prose or rhyme.
And chiefly thou O Spirit, that dost prefer
Before all temples the upright heart and pure,
Instruct me, for thou know’st; thou from the first
Wast present, and with mighty wings outspread
Dove-like sat'st brooding on the vast abyss
And madest it pregnant: what in me is dark
Hiumine, what is low raise and support;
That to the highth of this great argument
I may assert eternal providence,
And justify the ways of God to men.

P.L 1. 1-26.
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Ye eat thereof, your eyes that seem so clear,
Yet are but dim, shall perféctly be then
Opened and cleared, and ye shall be as gods,
Knowing both good and evil as they know.
That ye should be as gods, since I as man,
Internal man, is but proportion meet,
I of brute human, ye of human gods.
So ye shall die perhaps, by putting off
Human, to put on gods, death to be wished,
Though threatened, which no worse than this can bring.
And what are gods that man may not become
As they, participating godlike food ?
The gods are first, and that advantage use
On our belief, that all from them proceeds;
I question it, for this fair earth I see,
Warmed by the sun, producing every kind,
Them nothing: if they all things, who enclosed
Knowledge of good and evil in this tree,
That whoso eats thereof, forthwith attains
Wisdom without their leave ? And wherein lies
The offence, that man should thus attain to know ?
What can your knowledge hurt him, or this tree
Impart against his will if all be his ?
Or is it envy, and can envy dwell
In heavenly breasts ? These, these and many more
Causes import your need of this fair fruit.
Goddess humane, reach then, and freely taste."

P.L 9. 679-732.

50



INbETARRHEE

51

680

685

690

695

700

705

O sacred, wise, and wisdom-giving plant,
Mother of science, now 1 feel thy power
Within me clear, not only to discern
Things in their causes, but to trace the ways
Of highest agents, deemed however wise.
Queen of this universe, do not believe
Those rigid threats of death; ye shall not die:
How should ye ? By the fruit ? It gives you life
To knowledge. By the threatener ? Look on me,
Me who have touched and tasted, yet both live,
And life more perfect have attained than fate
Meant me, by venturing higher than my lot.
Shall that be shut to man, which to the beast
Is open ? Or will God incense his ire
For such a petty trespass, and not praise
Rather your dauntless virtue, whom the pain
Of death denounced, whatever thing death be,
Deterred not from achieving what might lead
To happier life, knowledge of good and evil;
Of good, how just ? Of evil, if what is evil
Be real, why not known, since easier shunned ?
God therefore cannot hurt ye, and be just;
Not just, not God; not feared then, nor obeyed:
Your fear it self of death removes the fear.
Why then was this forbid ? Why but to awe,
Why but to keep ye low and ignorant,
His worshippers; he knows that in the day
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Logica est ars bene ratiocinandi.

(Logic is the art of reasoning well.)
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