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*“Koinonia”; The Foundation of Greek Political Philosophy

The Japanese word for “public affairs”, “ooyake”, meant originally “big” (co)
“house” (yake) of the imperial family. Hence, public affairs (=political affairs) be-
longed to concerns of the imperial family, not to those of common people. Later in the
Shogun times ooyake meant also the house and the affairs of the Shogun family. This
circumstance seems even now to prevent the sound development of political con-
sciousness and political philosophy among Japanese people.

In this paper the concept of koinonia, i.e. human community, among Ancient
Greek people is surveyed as to its origin, its historical background and its develop-
ment in Greek political philosophy. 1) The concept of reason (logos) and law (nomos),
which are common to all the constituent people of a political community, in Frag-
ments of Heraclitus; 2) Historical background, a) Development of Greek political
community, b) “common” in Greek scientific thought, 3 ) Concept of justice and law
in Protagoras’ myth in Plato’s dialogue, the Protagoras, 4 ) Concept of political com-
munity in the first chapters of the Politics of Aristotle.
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planatory by W. L. Newman, Vol. I, Oxford, 1887, pp. 124-5 [Reprint Edition, New Hampshire, 1991])°
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