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Restrictions on the Passive in English

This paper is concerned with those English verbs which have restrictions on
passivization. It first attempts to classify such verbs, which include weigh, cost, have,
want, resemble, suit, reach, etc. Then it points out some factors which affect the accept-
ability of passives and discusses how they interact with the verbs in question. This
paper examines the restrictions on the passive in detail and tries to discover princi-
ples governing the occurrence of passive sentences.

It is shown that the accounts based on “affectedness” or “characterization” are
not revealing, as far as the verbs discussed here are concerned, and that studies of
idiosyncrasies of each verb are indispensable.



EROIBVICKT ING

1 3UBIC

EEOZBBORVIEEFIIOVTE, §EITEE ORI LZERTY
%o t < i3 Jackendoff (1972) DX ARERE I XD (EHVLH D, £DH
Bolinger (1975) i S BXDFERBF SR IITHICL > THICEERY
FiT 5 (affected) bDTRITNIEL S %V &) affectedness IZEDI
HEERELS, T/, Cureton (1979), HER (1989) 13, FMLIZ£D
XNDEEED "M (quality); 2 T3 T1} (characterization) ;) ¥ FT & &
WKHRALS ALV BRBEROHBLRHL T 5,

INLEOHRDEIZHEL TWDDIE, TICBFR LS 2vbwaE
LB (pseudo-passive) 3 7= i3 BUE & T EYRE (prepositional passive) % 1
DCEBLTWAILTH D,

(1) This bed has been slept in too much.

(2) The bridge has been walked under by generations of lovers.

(3) This cup was drunk out of by Napoleon.

Davison (1980), B R (1989) XTI NS ICHIEEE > TR LTV 575,
Bolinger W { 2 H DRI, WUZHLEBEORH X LFAHICRL,
TR, TR Vo ORI ET CHBNRBB—RICLCRATES
EERLTNS,

L L, "R "R TREOT, FoBSR, BURBXCBNT
BHLIBREREDZLIICEDLNLY, TSI TNTOZRELHE—
BICHBALE ) ETH01EB DL, &9 LABHBIRIHEORTH
CHETRELLEVWRENE VY, L ZTRD LD BT TRE, "HiE
MHEIRETHOPHL TR,

(4) A loud voice was heard a moment ago.

(5) English is spoken in Canada.

(6) Mary is followed by John in the line.

—~ 5 — 240



AR

(7) The conference was preceded by a reception.

(6) (7)id Jackendoff (1972) D EBRERE RN T OHARTMELFATH 5,

F7:, ROLH)LRBBHOERIEALRBY L > TOMBEE LTRSS
5o

(8) *A book was had by John.

(9) The house was owned by Mr. Jones.
have, own RV INOAAEDE LRI, FIENEHEHF S L VDI,
BEIZHEL LTEL) 5,

AR TIL, Lees (1960) AP MBYE & WA XS F ORI LEEF, K
UZEBALICHRO» 5B F 2B LT T, EDERVERF TS, b
WAHBRUZH I OVTIREDLY, TR, " CLAHBENRERY
Bar@RETH, £LT, LTEXLEFDO LA LHRFEEIZHED
B EHFIZRBL TV DE»EEZL S, 4B, TITEXDHLDIEINP DA%
L AN/ T, XHR L L AMAL NPHoAETE & HAHLE
kb,

2 BRI LVENE - HHOH L8

Y, ZERNOBREL DL 2PDOOLTERBOARNTEL2BH, KO
ARICHBOSL2HFETIEL, TETLILNLUHD D,

(1) BREETHBELEEIHE
weigh, cost ‘
(0) FA% - EFFEOBRZICMAH B
have, own, possess, lack, want, hold, contain
(M) (2220 NP DIRERRGRE®RTHR
suit, fit, befit, become, deserve, resemble, mean, equal, marry, meet

(b)iAf (Location) ERYH#HESE L 3B
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EROIBHBIMTING

(1) follow, precede, surround, survive, adjoin, befall

(ii) approach, reach, enter, leave, turn, elude, escape, inhabit

(N) o

revenge

FHEFTRLADIX, ZE5 3 (passive participle, VHWHBEFTFHLE L
ERTHEY, RTRLELOOLRBICEATIINS) 2 AR 2VEE
ZHLNHBE T, £hlSHL, HLERDNTRZHRITRETH D,
(BRIZRRT 500 XRFICL - TERENNTHEATH 5,

TIRINSOBFORELBRBL TAL ), (1)OSEEIR, T~ %8
BT 5 (weigh)y T~DEMi% RES D (cost)y &) BREBRITIIHICAR
HETH5,

(10 This car costs five thousand dollars.

(1) *Five thousand dollars are cost by this car.

(12 Mary weighs one hundred pounds.

(13 *One hundred pounds are weighed by Mary.
(1012 > five thousand dollars ®° one hundred pounds {3 cost, weigh O #i:
ZEMETIELEL, INOOEEII be BIFAICR PR VEUMBBF L TY
FAREXLDEBDLIhL, EBDL I A, cost, weighitbe TEEMZ B
ZENTEDL,

(14 This car is five thousand dollars.

15 Mary is one hundred pounds.

KM OBFAERL ) o FTADED have HEBIEE K & LIZAA
NEBYTH %,

(19 John has a house.

(17 *A house is had by John.
AR TIIEF lack DEPR%T [not have] DX HITHHLY, lack KRBT
VI &t have ICRBIEN LW L ERITHTHELER Do own,
possess, want {2 B ATE L PAETII WA, ERICHEBMH S5, h
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HIZDVTIRETHL (B~

B, TITOHholdid "IUERN, 2 RTEKRTH S,

(I be iEVEREHOHE, ()it have RUETh L BT H1%
RieBoHF TH 7. Quirk et al. (1985, p.162) $FHIZ L S Did
“verbs of being and having” THhH o LWV IHIEHEEZ L TV 5, T Tid,
Quirk et al. & #¥1¥TVv> 5 resemble, suit, become ENBFIT L) TH A )
Do BERAYIZIZHRE (copula) ISHWVEEZDILOTEDZY, (1)
cost, weigh L IR LD, BRI RTEFAN L LHDTIIE vV, Quirk et
al. (p.205) %, resemble D¢ ‘be like’ (23T \VYEBEZ DT verb of being & ¥
ZTWVB X 22D, 7= & 2 iR like 1% ‘be fond of I\ EBRZ DI
BMUTEETH L L, I love, know, see, hear FZHL T & 5 REH)
HREET 5,

BEDLEH BT EHS, “verbs of being and having” LASHIZ b TEBIRE(C
oLWwhELEHBODEIBBDOA T T -2 THLENDS, 22
T EFR|L-DE, EFRLEHBEODVEH LB BRFEND L
CEZONABABTH S, ([a)id, FHLEWBEOHERFKEERTH
AT, #HE B HELEORSIIHDE SOIPLTH D, suit, fit,
befit, become, deserve ik (&S Tl T %, %D HE,TH Y, resemble?
i TEL %K T, mean, equal TRHVARIARLZDIIRKRD X I LA
Rohb,

(18 The French word ‘oui’ means ‘yes’.

19 *‘Yes'is meant by the French word ‘oui’.

@0 Five times four equals twenty.

@) *Twenty is equalled by five times four.
equal THTDL S 2 BHEITELTE S,

22 The world record was equalled by Smith.

@O0 equal IXBEERTEL LAMFELLTU(L)ICEDHILLTES
2259,
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EROLBBWIIRNTING
marry & meet i3, ROBEIIBVTEZEBLTE L2V,

23 John married Mary last month.

24 *Mary was married by John last month®.

@5 Jane met a tall gentleman on the way.

26 *A tall gentleman was met by Jane on the way.

27 Wilbur Street meets Potter Avenue at this point.

@8 *Potter Avenue is met by Wilbur Street at this point.

NS 2O0BFAIBVTE, FHLENENI L (HEORELRHD
bDLLTRELNTVEY,

ST, (Iv)ETHEH, —Risihoid(lla)riddo (8K
TH b, FiZ(i)D follow, precede, surround, survive, adjoin FiXFEL I
SZHELHFTLEZONIOTIDL ) LARICIEBHBIHE0H LI
Zwo LAL, IHOBAIRBBTAVLND L &, by KK
WAL S EW) AISHEBR LAV,

The music was followed by a short interval.

g8

*The music was followed. (Quirk et al. p.165)

©
=

The dinner was preceded by tequila highballs all round.

[y
08

*The dinner was preceded.

ko
@

John was survived by his wife.

*John was survived.

g &

The dot is surrounded by the circle.

B8 *The dot is surrounded.

—BICEZE I by HAHRENLZVEIFE LABETH S, follow F
OB, by APECZTFRITELIC 22 L) S TEEBICHL T T
ATV, LRRTE %,

(i)?) approach, reach, enter, leave % & REYBAEL 1212 by WAL B L
DB, T, TROOBFOZTEIBICIIRDL ) 2HRMHH I L
bEMEN TS,
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L3 P

(30 The store was entered by the two thieves.

(3 *The store was entered by the two customers.

39 The capital is visited by many tourists every year.

40 *The capital is often visited by me.

41 1 was approached by the stranger.

{42 *1 was approached by the train.

(43 The conclusion was reached late last night.

{44 *The station was reached late last night.
(Mb)BYFABEDEERIL, BT (Location)” ZE T NP 2 HHFEIZL B LS
CETHB, COHB(Mbi )RER/BCOFHT LY, EFLEWF LD
bV BN SHLLEZLONDS, — A (i IEEFESFFCEEES
PHOT-ABTHY, BRHEBEBLODOZIEHRE IV, WWTRFEEIE
HE O train T, [EBEZLBHOLHICRIAONA TV LD L, @TIE
AF->TLBDONEFEED stranger THAHDT, TWIHL BB TIILR L
ERXIXTELIITAMER,, ELTRAOND, JOD7-DITUNIUIL Hh ER
EnetndbnbBbhad, £L TUWNTELRDIL, @& &5 T the con-
clusion DT &> & D reach DFRE (Theme) {3HE L B oTWHLDT
H5,

FTEUHBHTH, A (Source) IH A (Goal) LV RBXOEFEL L
Dz v, LMo TROL I LEMNROND,

@5 The village can be reached in two hours.

40 *This city can be left immediately.

elude & escape DEHHUNIL A LRTREL DL, BIEM T~ (2
HYET2-HORKZHPOHTHD, ) LBELER L DHWIZDI N
Ftid Jackendoff (1972) D ERERERERMA CIIBATE 2\,

2B, FOME LTEIT: revenge I3RD X S LBEDHETH S,

4" He revenged his father.

48 *His father was revenged by him.

235 — 10 —



EROSDHEI M LMY
Ch T~nERYTS, OLHIZERED T RIS LTEETIR
EEEHNEIC 2> TWABLVLWATLH D,

3 RBEERILLT LT HER

A CHRBL-BHAOTTEL DL, I EBHRIZLLHL2VD
WTHLZEHBICLIIIAVEVRIIDOTHD, FLEHBTLHEIC
LoTEHORRENEDLDI I L, BEXOMRTHIFEWEI A TD LB
B TH5, AHETR, SHREBILLTLTIERY, M TRIT-H
FUIOWTHRE L, F#ETHZ LIZT B,

OBEERT KT

ZHIILORVEIE, 20 CRER, AE (Mbu) O—8E KT
, BT RO 2 VIKERDE (stative verb) ATFEEIZE LV, L2L, &
NOTOLEMERRTERE TS L XRBITRICLZ2HEIDH D,

have 12, FIEDERIZBVWTRZEVE > (ARTRTH LY, KD
I ERTRIBERSNBI LMD S,

(i) ~ZFIZAND (obtain)

49 This book can be had for ten dollars.

(i) ~%A~ND, fktr (eat, drink)

60 Breakfast can be had at nine.

@) ~%HKEBRY S (experience)

)
@

=

A good time was had by all.
~%72% 7 (deceive)

62 I'm afraid you've been had by Tom.

D) LWDEBRIZTIZHTHELNEONL LABETH 525, (i)
can EEMEI H, BB\ it there is(was) THT AHFEXZICRO N, i)
{2 have a good time & WA RO AIZIHTBE I NS, LA 5T, have
RAERERTHERE - LVEIFETHY, Lok 2HNLHE IS8T H
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L3 E< ]
MREMIZELS, EEZTIVTHA I,

o121, follow &, HIBHCID & 5 ZHITIL by WA EBH & ) Hl# A
DA, TBVDIT S EIIBEERTHEEIIZ ) LAHRM 2V,

63 We're being followed.

@ "HRR, ERTEGRERE

LT have (TP LT~/ L 512, ‘can be’ % ‘may be’ Dff W /- %® L
X, ZEHTET-BHHIOVTHERUEESBVHEIE Vv, ThilH
LT—EOHRBLRTEMLBERIEREMME L 5,

64 The city can be reached in an hour.

65 *The city was reached in an hour yesterday.

L) —ORWLEBFRLL T THERIIEERS DL, ThizikSE
D THEER) 2RTEVIHATcan P may L FHEOMEEL R T 5,

66 There is nothing to be had from this book.

67 (?) John isn’t resembled by any of his children.

BEMNZHEELIRILLT T 5HE ) BEIX, seen, spoken, told,
equalled & Vo 72 BEFREAEEFTILL T2 WOIIH LT, un-
seen, unspoken, untold, unequalled FNEHFEE un- DOVLEHEESR
ELTHEIIBRINTVWAILLELRBEESL LIRS,

68 *seen dangers, *a spoken wish,

*a told story, *equalled crueity
69 unseen dangers, an unspoken wish,
an untold story, unequalled cruelty

FERLEVIERBERICL > TRHBIBLL R T (LB LS T L
X, BVRR L LE-ORENLZHRBRIZHE LTELLDICHBRTD
2L EThL,

QUEMANMA (by BOMHER)

SEL D by WO A by John D & S IC—BADEZHZLBFRENL
{T®, by most people D& I KX ABHET—RDOAETRTHEL, by
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EROZIBVI-MTIWY

George Washington DX H 12 THEA) DBERIBFTETEBAEIL LWV
FT LR LIFLITER IR Tna, 295 L-BE % Bolinger 3 "HE,,
BRI (ROZHCRLTEY) RO BB, EwIHIBBIcE
DHEBELISELTVD, LEALIABOGLA by AIOHEREVIZ L
PEBELTVAEEEDbIS,

60 *The store was entered by the two customers.

) The store was entered by the two thieves.
JEIZ TR BABDIREROZELTHY, 0NH T by 413 H ERL1NE
PHoTVRWDIIZOXRFRINEY, L ERXOND, ROXTH,
FEAEICAS W) ATIREOL R LAEHIERITREAIR 2o T b,

62 (?)The store was entered by two customers, not three.
CDXDFE L by AP LSS H7-0, BRI Lo TW5,
GOL6AnZEIR THE BTEIRETELZY, I/, "EHROKHTIF,
ESCINE, by AOBEBRECETIINRA ML — MIRETE S,
DEDLH %R Lik, whbWwbKER (end-focus) DFHIDO—TEL E 2
HIENTED,

RO S E LRI EATH B,

63 The moon was reached for the first time in 1969.
ZZTidin 1969 LV ) BGITHEBMOELADH S, for the first time D &
I REMEESLHE, OO T~ L0 DR, L) SR (cleft
sentence) IZIEWHEBRIZ 2 5 2 & AF vy, L72A5 T It was in 1969 that
the moon was reached for the first time. |ZiE VIR DE3i%, IEREHDK
ANCEEL, by Il THBERINLIEIIL S,

@20t

KEHTHBRND want DFFIL T~HEKLV, V)BTRS ELS
FHERVH, GOLRBFBEING,

64 7 *This book is wanted by most people.

65 What is wanted by most people is to get rich.
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want D4, by %A by most people D L 3 %EEMN TH-THEFNIT L
BRUEHIEC RO VDN, 69D L HIZEEN what TH B LEFZ
gL b, COBRABBBRCITHTH L, QTHIT THEHR,
ERTERDO—DTHLHUREREEH S,

Postal (1974. p.180) XKD & ) {2 ‘BIRHK B F +be' DI HRBILHE
ELTVRITELTH LY, CHPEINLEFRTRTHLH LV HH
TET T2,

(66 *The things which are wanted by most people are worthless.

67 The things wanted by most people are worthless.
COBHOGBEONTII VA, L THRRAZ L LHENH LIS LRy,

A TRZHEHFRELL T THEREZ VL OPHETTELA, Zho
M2OoLLELRBE, 2HO(L)DEIRIATTHZHBITEIILD
SlhHB, L AEREENIBVTH, 2O0EENFEVTVH7DIC
BRUELEZ->TW 5,

69 A mile was first run in four minutes by Bannister. (Palmer 1988,

p.83)

69 A mile can't be run in four minutes by ariyone.
run a mile IX AR weigh ¥ cost L FEOKELRTENT L HRBATH
D, amile * EFLRHBOARFE LV, BTIREH THRN/E
B bOE®, OITHROLOV W THB Y BRAEEE 2o T D, — 4
BICWCODBERANELZNETRETH S, Lol EidEA2WEED
N, WCOPOEROHEEMERICL DFRTERENET, )l
BRI TH L, '

4 fE4 DOFERAB DR
COMTIR 2HTETHFDOV o2 2L ), ZHBOHIKIZH

LTR—BFEORI VIR H - TEHEBERHBICOIHL(HETS
231 — 14 —



EHROZHBIIMT ING
IEBLETHHIEERS,

2E(MBOFA - ERErbI2BFEICHLET TA LI have
Elack RERZBHFAOLZVEALEZ 60505, BICE~EBD
have I —EDEHDOT TIRENICZTHREEL S5, TH, have LR LKL
A %K T own & possess I3 L) THAH ) H 202 DOBE L have &
Rih, IAOERTLHLIBEESTHELFT,

{0 Many stores are owned by that company.

() The feeling of physical superiority is usually possessed only by the

very young.
LT, ¥boh e & possess®? DI dTown & H bHIBEIZREL VL
) ThDH (hFEHE 19858H),

Z 9 L7-Z &id have, own, possess DH 730D THEE, OEIRES
NHILTHA ) D K (1989) 12X B &, have 2 EUERBII M
TEXLTHH, have DHWERIBOAAELFAGTH D, Zhizxtl, own
BB LRLFEETIEI 2L "THEHE) $RT DT, 1own it. % Peter owns
the piano. DX HICELFAM O HWEL L TL B LATE B,

L4 L, have & own DHWV7IEIZ ) LA BHROMEBMNH A ELTH,
INAEEBOTRIZE S BRITHLDHHE N TRV, (ODZTEyL Tt
own SNTVHHRA have DFE LR LS REBFARNTH DT NidH
BXTdHAb, possessid, own LB "HiEHELRED) OBEKRSWVWARL
HENEDIZ, own LD EFEIEIZR DI VORI RZELLVIHELD 5,
F7:, EBEIZi1Z1 have the car. DL 3 IZ have D BWEE L L CTELR T A
CABZLLTRETHD, LA L/EHR (1985, p.1102) I2X 5 &, possess
DBWERAELARNHLET, ? "1 possess the car. IFABHBRTH B L
VW, b LEHODRBET LI, EEFAMLLEINEI DLV LE
FEEOULF L IMED L7 61, possess idown LBIZRFEFELZV
3T CHBH, EBILown & possess VTN L LRI (RPRFBRTH)
WEETH D, ZDLHIZ, have, own, possess DHWWIEDZRITEEM DZ

— 15 — 230



[l P S
BEROHE EIIET HDIFTII %V,

KiZwant (ICDPVTEZLTAHAL I, want i3 T~H8K LV, &) BT
3BT G ¥ FF X LoV, by B)Af by most people ENDRERMEHNTH - T
bENIEHEZTRREER L2V,

T *The book is wanted by Tom.

7y ?? The book is wanted by most students.

(4 2 Higher pay is wanted by most workers.

ShIHL, TN H2H s, RTELV &) BT want DB
AR C ik (mbhTwb,

9 The man is wanted by the police for murder.

{16 You are wanted on the phone.

(Th Bill is wanted in the Oval Office by the President.

(7® John is always wanted for the big jobs.
RMITIRRZHINITIRUTEET, (- TIREHALDOTHA ) H,

want L EIHOBFEL L THEEND T L DE\: like, prefer, love H¥
it want L WEHBICZHEE LD,

{19 John is liked by everybody.

80 Meat is generally preferred to fish here.

I, AL THE, £RTHEYFD hope for, wish for DXHF HFHET 5,

@) Better testimony could not have been hoped for.

L7:A%5 T, want DFHIZxH3 HHI#13, like % hope & DEE T2 {,
lack EOMETRZONLNETHD, want DEFEIX "~ K<, &
5 lack DEHETH Y, COFBKRTIREALZTRTLZHRBIRFELTH 5,

82 *Courage is wanted by Mary.

83 *Courage is wanted by most young women in this country.

2% Y, lack EF U< [not have] (EFi#) ¥ T L EXBIL AT
THoHH, ThH¥ L T [wish to have] (FHOESE) OEWIKIZEZ B L@
~DEHICHIBRERIIVEELE 25, TLTMH—MDLHIICEHITR
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EBROLHBINT NN
HLOENThave DEREMEN L (LB LSHBIZEHIZEZ S L)
(2B,

B (1991) THRN L H IS, 19—08D O want iX, [wish to have] T
(37 ¢ [wish to arrest], [wish to speak to], [wish to meet] ® & 3 %2 &
R EUERIIAWL ) D, TDET, have PIMELX R TERDB S
HLERESBESAEIIRZ V)L ERFEL TV B,

FET, 2HT(O NGB LABAOVL 224 LiFT, B
BERICETOLABENUT L ABFEORGNERL O TFHUTELLNOTIR
ZL, HADOFERFE2HFIIRY L 2T RITHL ML VAR
(idiosyncrasy) Th b L ¥ Rz,

5 Ft®

EROBROBBOA LTI T4 ay, RUSHRORBELRYVE) 2
ZEERIZHRND,

O "SHEEEFEEYZD (affected) I By R THHITAEE
Ot (quality), $BS1F (characterization) ¥FE L TWwahE D) h)
EVo el L RBRUSBTORBICHBICT TS, THX—KRICH
CRBEITRVDR, SR LBROBIIIREZEI & %H
DZELE 2T TERDLLEND 5,

@ ZHLLOLLVWEEH - 0L LHHEETET H L X, be % have
EEH DD HHFLUNIC, BREEEL LTHAT (Location) 2 L 58
AELERTHILENEETH L, 372, by HOHFELTERT S fol-
low, precede, surround % XERICHBH 0D 28T L AL TOIL
Vo

@ EHEYREILLTTHIERIIMTHEIT LBV OMEE
T5, INHEIFRTR- UNAORER (BROURBTEEDHT) 2HM
543LBbha, ThiZSBOBETH 5,
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HERXR
® 4% T have, own, possess XU want IZDW TR L H 2, F#paT
RERBHORAHERYPLLT L FHATELZLOTIARS, B4
DERFBOBENREL LIEZ VB YH D, want DL HIZEDRK
P EV) I EEFEZILANLULENDLHE LD S,
Pk, AR TREHEIA L MEE, THRCHOISS S EHHO
REXERLTA,

H

1) McCawley (1988, p.568) &,

2) Quirk et al. (1985, p.736) i, resemble DKD L ) L X H ¥ HRETHE
HEOLWAHRELTWS,

(i1)(?) Geoffrey is resembled by his eldest child.

37:, ROXOBEENBCORIBBFAOERBOMEIMES L Tw25,
(ii)Everyone is resembled by someone.

BEEDRE Someone resembles everyone. ¥ 9 & T ~XTH AP AAS—
AFHETD, EVIBBRPELTLE), 28, ILBHE,

3) be / get married to someone 3T BETH B AT D married IHEFLE L
Tk,

4) marry, meet (I TN &) RHETREEENTETH S,

(i)Seven couples were married by the priest.

(ii)His eye was met by a gruesome scene.

(i) marry t& TREESE D) )D meet 1T "TRURATL S, DETHY,
FHEEBMEIHSEOMBTIIR YV,

5) T I TWV)DOIREEMBMMAE (thematic relation) ¥ LTH "BEr; THH,
survive DERE, BHHER befall DEMEDO L S ICHEMFTTIE "A) THo
TOEHBRLBAFRLRZION DG E LD 5.

6) possess it T~ick o) LI ERTIIETHRIZL S,

He is possessed by an evil spirit.

7) 2P LEER,

8) INLORYEIENP+to Tﬁl‘:’.i]’a’: &AM TiE want L RET, $RTE
BEFELVAY, TOILRFRTORB LMY LRER OB
RBNETHA,
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