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The Problem of the 67th Article of the Constitution at the Time of the Opening of the
Diet (1)

The Jiyu-to and the Kaishin-to made an assessment bill to reduce the budget by
9,200,000 yen. The Government demanded that the Lower House should require the
Government to consent to the reduction of expenditures based on the 67th Article
over and over again. The Government was very fearful of being required to consent
to the assessment bill after the decision of both Houses. Then the Government should
be impelled to choose overall consent or overall refusal. It should neutralize the 67th
Article, which should defend important expenditures against the reduction without
disapproval of the whole budget bill.

Progovernmental members made several motions to require the consent of the
Government in the period when the bill was under deliberation in the plenary ses-
sion, but such motions were rejected.

On Feburary 20th, 1891, the motion of Jakuen Amano passed with the approval
of thirty Liberalists who had belonged to the Aikoku Koto, and as a result the Lower
House demanded consent at the end of the plenary session.

The negotiation between the Government and the Lower House resulted in the
reduction of 6,500,000 yen. Expenditures based on the 67th Article revived con-
siderably, but the government couldn’t acquire all those expenditures. So it brought
a doubt about the effectiveness of the 67th Article.
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