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Method of Marcel

The motive power of speculation for Marcel comes from deep inside oneself, in-
duced by ontological exigency. In order to meet his need, he himself took different
points of view from traditional idealism. His concern was “restoration of the founda-
tion” which has been forgotten by those who engaged.in ideological philosophy. The
philosophical effort of Marcel is to place on an academic level the description of “the
immediate” which is the original source of all our experience, of judement and of
thinking.

His philosophical method is composed of two steps: “recueillement” and “ré=fle-
Recueillement” is an exercise to recuperate our being as a whole, by

xion seconde”.
discarding not only the technical and analytical ways of thinking, but also the estab-
lished point of view and way of thinking; in one word, retiring into the silent depth
and remaining in repose in the presence of the “innominable”. “Réflexion seconde” is
the recueillement brought into the stage of reflexion.

Marcel established his method by criticizing the Cogito of Descartes and the
phenomenological reduction of Husserl.

This paper examines Marcel's methods in philosophical performance.
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