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A Study of the Festival of the Castle Town Hirosaki in the Early Modern Ages———

In the early sixteenth century, the castle town Hirosaki was founded by Nobu-
hira Tsugaru, the first lord of the Tsugaru area in the northern district of Japan. He
established the Hachimangu shrine near his castle and ordered its priests to pray to
god for him, his clan, and his domain. Nobumasa Tsugaru, the third lord, controlled
the Shinto priests in his domain through the priests of the Hachimangu shrine. He
ordered his warriors to carry out the festival of the Hachimangu shrine with its
priests, and enjoyed viewing the festival procession. The procession passed through
roads by the inside castle moat and in the castle town. Warriors of high status pro-
ceeded on their horses with many attendants who carried guns, bows, and spears.
The lower priests carried the sacred palanquin of the Hachiman god. The townspeo-
ple joined the procession carrying their gorgeous floats, playing festival music, and
dancing the deer dance. The successors of the Tsugaru clan also ordered the festival
to be carried out, but often ordered that it be simplified or stopped according to
financial conditions. The townspeople had not the right to carry out the festival on
their own.

Hirosaki was located at a distance from the prosperous ports of trade, and its
economical growth was so small that the townspeople could not be powerful. So, they
had the very limited right of self-governing, and could not carry out the festival in
their own way for themselves.
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