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A Study on the Collapse of the First Matsukata Cabinet (Part 5, The final)

The dismissal of Vice Minister for Home Affairs Shirane gave a big shock to the
political circle. His replacement, Vice Minister Kitagaki, resigned to protest such an
action, and other cabinet members coming from Satsuma, namely, Minister of War
Takashima, and Minister of the Navy Kabayama also made gestures of resignation.
The resignations of these two cabinet officials were temporarily averted due to the
intervention of the elder statesman Kuroda but the political circle was again thrust
into confusion because the Minister for Home Affairs Kohno fired the prefectural
governors who were involved in interfering with the general election. Senior gov-
erners came to Tokyo to protest such a high handed action and both Takashima and
Kabayama finally expressed their intentions to resign.

Prime Minister Matsukata, who had lost confidence in the management of politi-
cal affairs, expressed an intention to resign but retracted later after receiving Emper-.
or Meiji's words of encouragement. Matsukata tried to purge cabinet officials from
Satsuma and to tide over the crisis with the support of Non-Kagoshima-born states-
men but such a maneuver was interpreted as a betrayal by elder statesmen coming
from Satsuma and Choshi. Accordingly, those elders led by count Akiyoshi Yamada
advised Matsukata to resign, and the prime Minister accepted. ’

As a result, the Second Itoh Cabinet was formed and the han clique government
was now fully prepared to face the fourth session of the Imperial Diet.
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