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“The Ashikari Story” from “Tales of Yamato”.

This study will attempt to compare and analyze the “Ashikari Story” which is
taken from “Tales of Yamato”, chapter 148, the story by Jotokugen from the Honji
Poem “The Primary of Feeling”, and “Choshin” taken from “Sangoku Iji" Vol. III, re-
spectively.

The sources of the “Ashikari Story” are not specifically referred to in “Tales of
Yamato” contained in the Asahi Classics Series, Iwanami Books, nor in the Shogaku-
kan edition, The same could be said for such studies as the “Analysis of Tales of
Yamato™ by G. Imai (Gakuto Co.) “Tales of Ise and Tales of Yamato” edited by Y.
Katagiri (Kadokawa Bookstore) “Commentaries and Study on Tales of Yamato™ by S.
Kakimoto (Musashino Shoin) “The Complete Commentaries on Tales of Yamato” edited
by H. Amakai{Ofu Co.).

While a Noh-play called “Ashikari” is related to the “Ashikari Story™ of the
“Tales of Yamato® according to “Konjaku Stories” and “Complete Noh Songs”, they do
not say where the story originated. Likewise “The collection of Shinto” by M. Kishi
(Heibon-Sha) “A Cyclopedia of Japanese Legendary Stories” likewise does not reveal
the origin of the “Ashikari” Story. Only “Appreciation and Critique of Japan's Ashi.
kari Story” (Meiji Shoin) introduces it, saying that a story appearing in a Chinese
classic, “Retsuden”, is very similar to “Ashikari”. But because there are more dissimi-
larities than similarities between the two, one cannot say that this is a revelation of
the Ashikari story's origin. Therefore, the hypothesis that this story originated in
folklore indiginous to the Osaka area since the Heian period transmitted by oral
tradition appears to be reasonable. So far, commentaries have been based on such an
understanding. That is to say, it was a local folklore which was recorded in the
“Tales of Yamato”. Actually, Kunio Yanagida, a well-known ethnologist, pointed out
that it bears resemblance to a legend called “Sumiyaki-Choja”. It is hard to deny that
the “Ashikari” story carries such an oral tradition.

But I think it would be simplistic to say that the “Ashikari” is purely a piece of
naturally developed folklore. As I shall try to explain below, it is closely related to a
story told by Jotokugen in the Honji poem, “Ashikari” could even be an adaptation of
this (Chinese) story or an original based upon this piece. After examinig close similar-
ities between the two, I shall try to discuss structural dissimilarities, and further re-
lations with the “Choshin” chapter in the Sangoku [ji.
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