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Arai Hakuseki's Seiyo Kibun (i.e. What ] heard about the Western World) : the Pos-
" sibility of Natural Theology

Arai Hakuseki (1657-1725) is properly called an ‘encyclopedist’ in modern Japan.
Seiyo Kibun is the first book in Japan ever to contain the word Seiyo (the Western
World)in the title of a book.

Therefore it must not be overlooked as it is a most important book for those who
have adopted the Western World as the object of study.

This book is divided into three parts, the first of which consists of the personal
circumstances of Giovanni Battista Sidotti, an Italian Catholic missionary who came
into shut-up Japan in the Edo Era and was examined by the author of this book, then
a high officer in the Tokugawa government. Arai was also much impressed with the
character of Sidotti, who had consideration for other people.

The second part is filled with objective information brought to Arai by Sidotti,
such as the geography and social conditions of seventeenth-century Europe and other
parts of the world. It is very touching that Arai absorbs with his whole mind what
has been known in the Western World, and establishes the rule of writing foreign
proper nouns in ‘Kata-kana’. This rule gives us a great advantage which the Chinese
people have not obtained.

The third part deals with Christian doctrine as explained by Sidotti. Arai
criticizes the argument of the First Cause, saying that if everything is not made by it-
self but by a maker, as Sidotti has told him, Deus (the Christian deity) must have
been made by something else, before heaven and earth were made, and that if Deus
was born by\himself, the world could have been born by itself.

This outlook of Arai's is the same as that which Bertrand Russell expresses in
his famous book, entitled ‘Why I am not a Christian’. Both of them deny the argument
of the First Cause as a proof of God’s existence. Natural theology is also denied by
Karl Barth, who endeavours to establish a purely evangetical theology. According to
Barth, natural theology must be rejected for it depends on what is false. God as the
Creator is not known with the natural light of human reason. The Apostles’ Creed
should be believed from the first to the last.

This book of Arai’s seems to be a photographic negative, which can immediately
be turned to a positive that shows clearly and minutely what the true Gospel is.
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