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A study of the festival and the town people society at Yamazski in the Later Middle
Ages

In the later middle ages, Yamazaki was one of a number of self-governing towns.
Several researchers say that the majority of the town people organized a community
of self-government, ‘S6cha’, and the ‘Socha’ was a guild formed to carry out the fes-
tival of ‘Tenjinhachiman’ shrine in Yamazaki, and the guild was the foundation of the
community. .

But I disagree with existing opinions regarding important points. So I shall try
to study in detail how they carried out the festival and conduct research on how the
guild was an association of priests belonging to the ‘Tenjinhachiman’ shrine, and
‘Socht’ was a community of the several priests of good lineage who govern Yamazaki
belonging to ‘Rikythachiman’ shrine, and the majority of the town people supported
and took turns to carry out the festivals of both shrines following the management of
the priests of good lineage of both shrines who were called 'Choja’.
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