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A Study on the Collapse of the First Matsukata Cabinet (Part 4)

The Genros demanded Kaoru Inoue to return to Tokyo and to hold a
meeting with them to talk about the post-Matsukata Cabinet. Inoue finally
consented to their proposal and returned to Tokyo on July 9th. The next
day the genros held a meeting and talked about who should be the Prime
Minister and how they should cope with this difficult situation. At this
meeting Inoue introduced fifteen demands, that urged them to dismiss
governers who had participated in the elective interference and the Cabinet
to maintain neutrality with any party. But this meeting was called off,
and Ito and Inoue withdrew their support in favor of Matsukata.

Matsukata consulted with Count Kiyotaka Kuroda about what to do
from then on, and Kuroda advised him to appoint Togama Kohno to be
the Ministry of Home Affairs. Kohno presented three requirements as
terms of entering the Cabinet. He demanded Matsukata to relieve Sen-ichi
Shirane from the post of Vice-Minister of Home Affairs and to make a
public denial of the Kokumin Kyokai as a pro-goverment party. Matsukata
agreed, and dismissed Shirane on July 16th. But it brought unexpected
shocks to the political world (to be continued).
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