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Nostalgia for foreign countries or the aesthetic of “encountering”

The narrative tone of Théophile Gautier’'s Constantinople is rather
different from that of his other travel narratives: the narrator remains
indifferent to the Turkish landscape. At that time, Western reforms had
begun to spread through the Ottoman Empire, causing the rapid loss of
Turkish customs and traditions. Théophile Gautier uses irony to emphasize
the absurdity of this attempt.

Nevertheless, in this narrative, he tries to affect originality by wandering
around the city, without a guide or a map, and seeking to satisfy his aesthetic
sensibilities. Chance sometimes rewards him with something picturesque. The
author endeavors to describe his impressions without hesitating to use
0Xymorons.
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