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The Religious sphere and the sphere of worshippers: a case study of
a Hakka Village in Taiwan-

The purpose of this paper is to reconsider the usefulness of the
concept of religious sphere in the light of my field data of a Hakka
village in Taiwan. In spite of Lin (1987)’s thorough study of the
concept and her persuasive presentation of her data of Tsaotun town-
ship, the concept seems to leave some points to be amended. The major
reason is that her data fit so much to what I call the rigid type
(Suenari 1985); that her definition of the concept of religious sphere
does not fit very well to the more elastic type. The latter is, I think,
more characteristic of a Chinese village organization.

The Fifth Lake village has five temples (myao) to which the
concept of religious sphere cannot be applied. Instead, it is recognized
in two religious organizations: a Heaven God association and a Matsu
association. Even though these spheres roughly correspond to the
terriorial units, their borders are often elastic creating cross border
participation and double affiliation. I propose to use more loosely
defined concepts such as the sphere of worshippers (statistical sphere
of worshippers based on a donation list) or the sphere of devotees who
are constant members of a temple organization, in order to deseribe
and analyze the activities of the temple, which are less territory
oriented and are much influenced by the present rapid industrialization
of the Taiwanese society. .

I do not deny that the rigid type does exist in Chinese society and
that even the elastic type is influenced by the rigid one. Both types
should not be treated as a separate concept in different territorial
units, Rather they should be interpreted as ideal types that villagers
can select consciously or unconsciously to fit their situation. The rigid
type is found often in relation with the present administrative organiza-
tion and on the conscious level, while the elastic type is found on the
subconscious or behavioural level. The latter is recognized more clearly
when compared with the Japanese village (rigid type).
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