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A Study on the Collapse of the First Matsukata Cabinet (Part 3)——

On June 16th Prime Minister Matsukata announced that he intended
to resign and recommended Ito for the next Prime Minister. But Ito
didn’t explain his true intention and asked to hold a meeting of the
genro’s (veteran statesmen of Satsuma and Choshu). At this meeting
Ito demanded Yamagata to join the next cabinet, that was expected
to be the Second Ito Cabinet, but Yamagata didn’t accept Ito’s demand
so easily. But at last Yamagata promised Ito to enter the next cabinet,
because he thought it was necessary for the han clique to win against
the opposition parties at the next session of the Diet.

At that time pro-governmental members of the Diet tried to re-
organize the Chuo Koshokai as a new political party, while some
members opposed it because they regarded it as a self-interest asso- .
ciation. In spite of it on June 20th, the Kokumin Kyokai started as
a social club, that included political members, but the Kyushu faction
and others insisted that it should be a political party.

Count Tsugumichi Saigo and Viscount Yajiro Shinagawa, Ministers
of Home Affairs of the cabinet’s the 1st and 2nd Sessions of the Diet,
made up their minds to join the Kokumin Kyokai as leaders, and they
wanted to obtain the consent of Kaoru Inoue and Ito, who once tried
to organize the party. But Inoue didn’t agree to their plan because
it was the party that conflicted with the detachment policy of the han
clique government. Ito also took a negative attitude.

In the end they joined the Kokumin Kyokai without the consent
of Inoue and Ito. Moreover the Kinki faction, the Kakugoro Inoue
group, and Kencho Suematsu dropped away, and the future of the
Kokumin Kyokai was quite unstable. (to be continued)
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