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Kume Kunitake and Tanaka Fujimaro’s View of Religion — Record of
Visits around the Western countries as a member of the Iwakura

Mission

Kunitake Kume, who accompanied the Iwakura Mission, was com-
missioned together with Fujimaro Tanaka, a Ministry of Education
Councillor, to examine Western religion. This paper studies the
observations made by these two delegates. There is no special summary
of the results of their survey concerning religion among the papers
submitted after their return to Japan. However, articles related to
religion have been included in their reports to the Government and
to the Nation; Kume in his “Bei-O Kairan Jikki” (A True Account
of the Tour of the Special Embassy to America and Europe) and
Tanaka in his “Councillor’s Service Report.”

Here, religion means Christianity. As I have been pursuing the
theme of the real content of Kume and Tanaka’s religious investigations,
1 am attempting a comparative study of the two delegate’s reports. In
the first part of my article, I discuss the accounts related to religion in
the “Councillor’s Service Report,” and in the second part I compare
the two works, referring to their translations of religious terms and
their content. In so doing I refer to the writings of Jo Niijima who
helped draft the “Councillor’s Service Report.”

1 would like to derive from the above study a clue to elucidate the
relationship between the Iwakura Mission and the problem of freedom
of religion raised at home and abroad, occasioned by the persecution
of Christians at that time.
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