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The Imperial Institution Council and MORI Ogai’s Works in His Last
Years

MORI Ogai was appointed President of the Imperial Museum and Chief
of the Imperial Household Archive in December 1917, and then assigned to the
Imperial Institution Council as an associate member in January 1918. Ogai
served the council for four and a half years, until his death in 1922, in the
capacity of Chief of the Imperial Household Archive. This council was charged
with the responsibility of enacting new laws to construct the imperial
household system.

In the first part, this paper briefly describes the council and its
prehistory. Then, it discusses several bills (e.g. the Imperial Rites Act, the
Imperial Funeral Act) that the council deliberated upon and the controversies
in which it was involved (e.g. a dispute with the Supreme Council [Sumitsu-
in] about the political marriage between Korean Prince Yi Eun and Japanese
Princess Masako) during Ogai’s term of office. Based on his diary and letters,
this paper also explains how Ogai participated in these deliberations and dealt
with the controversies.

In the second part, the paper discusses Ogai’s later works, such as A
Study on Emperors’ Posthumous Names, A Study on Era Names, and a series
of letters to KAKO Tsurudo in 1920, which discuss social policy to guard
against the rise of Communism. In the first two studies, we find a fortunate
congruence between Ogail’s academic passion and his official mission.
Regarding the letters to KAKO, his participation in the Imperial Institution
Council activities suggests a new thinking on the part of Ogai, that the
nation and the imperial family were the systems that could be transformed
and had the potential for improvement.
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