8| KFIRLEOERE vow) #H oy & oM



A Study on the Collapse of the First Matsukata Cabinet (Part 2)-——

Kakugord Inoue and others formed a pro-government body in the House
of the Representatives, the Chiié Koshokai. This body was organized on
regional bases and was an alliance of moderate, independent members in
the House of the Representatives. The reason for the Chnd Koshskai to
have been organized on these bases was to attract as many members to
it as possible. However, it failed to draw in a majority of the House of
the Representatives. Moreover, its unity was tenuous because the factions
that composed it, the Inoue group, the Kytushd faction, the Kinki faction,
the Kenché Suematsu group, acted independently and at cross-purposes
with each other.

The third session of the Diet was convened on May 6 and the Matsu-
kata Cabinet faced a crisis because the opposition parties demanded that it
take responsibility for election interference in the second general election.
Matsukata considered dissolving the House of the Representatives but Hiro-
bumi It and Aritomo Yamagata prevented this by appealing to the Throne.
Matsukata then tried to reach a compromise with the opposition parties
but this effort was not very fruitful. The supplementary budget for fiscal
1892 was reduced by a third, and the start-up funds for new enterprises
were rejected. Moreover, other than the Railroad Law, all major bills failed
to pass, there also rose a clash between the non-Satsu-Chou cabinet members
on the one side and Sen-ichi Shirane group in the Ministry for Home Affairs
and the Chad Koshokai on the other side over the issue of the N&bi earth-
quake relief funding. Taneomi Soejima, Minister for Home Affairs, was
compelled to resign and this was followed by a conflict over his successor
between the non-Satsu-Chou cabinet members and the Vice-Minister Shirane,
Matsukata was barely able to maintain a balance of support for his tenure
as the Prime Minister by assuming concurrently the portfolio of the Minister
of Home Affairs. Given this, although Matsukata was able to avoid dis-
solution of the House of the Representatives, he continued to face grave
danger to its existance. (to be continued)
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