-84 L O 5
— IR Q i (ID—



The Sanzen-in Manuscript of Ojoydshi
(Literary Source Materials of Sanzen-in 3)

Ojéyoshi is a representative work of the monk Genshin of the Tendai
Buddhist sect. It is an ascetic writing which helped to establish concrete
images of heaven and hell in Japanese minds.

It goes without saying that the Jjdydshi is a very important classic as
seen from the influence it has exerted not only on Buddhistic thought, but
on literature as well. It originated in the world of the Tendai sect, and
while we cannot fully retrace the steps of its gradual dissemination today,
the many extant manuscripts and the notes attached to them by succeeding
generations, witness to their oral readings and help us to imagine the
breadth and depth of the text.

It is well known that Ohara, north of Kyoto, was one of the important
strongholds of the Tendai world. While we will not stop to examine this
aspect now, among the many scattered temples that have kept the vestiges
of former times, Sanzen-in which possesses Ojogokuraku-in as its central
sanctuary, represents them in a most concrete way.

Ojogokuraku-in, also called Keishin-in, was, according to tradition, built
by Genshin. Whether this is true or not, there is no doubt that Sanzen-in
was a most suitable temple environment for the birth and spread of Oj8ydsha.
It is therefore natural to expect that a manuscript copy of Ojdydshi has
been handed down there.

Though not a literary source material as such, this study will take up
Ojdyoshii as a work deeply related to the literary world, as the third item
of literary source materials of Sanzen-in.
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