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Kume Kunitake and The Iwakura Mission’s View of Religion

The Iwakura mission headed by Tomomi Iwakura, consisting of Am-
bassador Plenipotentiary Tomomi Iwakura and important members of
government, visited the United States of America and various Countries
of Europe between December, 1871 and September, 1873. Kunitake Kume,
who participated as a member of the mission suite, published an official
report after their return entitled Beid Kairanjikki (An Authentic Record
of a Tour to the USA and Europe).

This document, due to the fact that Kume was, at the same time, as-
signed the duty of examining the religious situation of each of the Western
countries, also reveals how he made it his particular task and theme to
present what he had observed and experienced regarding this subject. This
theme is one which I have been pursuing, and with the publication of Kume
Kunitake Rekishi Chosaku shit (The Collected Historical Works of Kunitake
Kume) I have undertaken to use the newly available historical source
material as a reference in order to reconsider the theme.

As a result it became evident that the mission including Kume probed
deeply into religious problems, particularly those related to European Chris-
tianity. If there are limitations to their understanding it can be said that
their judgment of religion was strongly nationalistic, that they were limited
in their understanding of freedom of religion as a fundamental human right.

In this way the mission saw the role religion played in Europe and
the USA and became newly aware of religion in Japan. On their return
to Japan they endeavored to recognize its value in relation to their policy
of open-door cultural enlightenment and to make use of it.
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There are officers of this {Iwakura) embassy especially charged 3:.: the duty of learning all they can
of the peculiar doctrines and customs and :wmmm.m of Christianity. These officers, as well as the Chief
Ambassador, on their passage across the Pacific, have frequently expressed their belief that at no distant
day all restrictions against Christianity in matters of religion would prevail...It is believed that the
Japanese Government have no desire to prosecute native Christians now, but only do so to make a show
of opposition merely to keep parties quiet who are not yet fully enlightened in regard to their relations

with the outside world, and so to keep the peace.
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With regard to the much discussed subject of the Bible in common-schools we may submit the following

remarks by a distinguished professor of Harvard University : “To banish the Bible was to garble history,

for there was much history of which it was the only source. Christianity is the great factor in the
history of the world. If moral philosophy is to be taught, it must be Christian ethics.

KKELRO TWMAINT oADMY — | 05Ky TR HCSRRIEN N>R OERRRORE
WRONWR LU 0.500° KX EDEEVHIARY 510 QP40R" LU RIS Y 5edba o v aigim's
RA$a0-21 504 4” natural philosophy - 5 fER40° KELURIESY TRARIRINT B ANY ~ | VR
P RU-LEE B0 BN D ORENAOE ERULORES SNESHEY O S »7 i Qb it QE WiEERR
ROLUNULLEACQPIRI K THMAINTEANT — | GRANORIOAU DY -0 VR4 = K - RESERY
E N 0-5Q PRIOSEIC Y 50T VL KO PREEENR] RIUELIY 500 1640 1
27 ONXERUESVYAEEEVEFORY S HEEROR0RV ORENE & O EBERINLY 5 R-uiew

<
(=21



ARKREREME

O.20°
WKL RRVEHVOREY O S EQHa Y VY 51e°
TRF VB B B -2 RSB N © P EDOUIT R EF NI ¢ WHIS ¥ (B-38) Buin GBI 0 MR W 2
5 () EEERY S V-2 EENEER O VS 00 1 4 B4 B4 L0 KU S & -V o S1E O B4V 0
a%nma@ﬁfn<agmeﬂ%M%L<%‘muﬁiﬁuﬂagaaa%%M%fnuzmﬁmoﬁﬁu%
W KBS 4910 U T 4§ iR M B w61Q°
IO SRR REOH TRRINAINTAANNS—J & TWINANTIANY — | QERNESHUHOLIOR
1 10°
M KKEROEV MEHONE] MO SPKEQHaNERIY 510 E-281°
m @ R LTI | UL S 420 PHKR O HEEEV S 420 £ SRR VRO VELe (£85) ddaky
CHRCEHX BN VENR R0E E-ZHCRVv<ECHA- KL L5 RBESmUMI 2855
" ERUEEHNR 0V KN BNONAES HEH oS VEEVIRITREH © WEbe (£8)
FRAVS G208 M ARKNHEUVOERAERVY nREFLCHFURAN UL Y LSy g’ (38 o
AR OIS B S o § WA S Y <EBE R USSR O (1) BEHS<EH»Q
KIRUSHEK-»400" Ex O<ERAKKRYE R L2 HIR E&f%u.
VR VORHOBRONL Y ER IRNARERPRESNIRV S AFLRULOLSL Ve’ povmE<L
AESD QB HBME PRI ARD 50 QB VLR CBECIIHNE EOFEMNESY 5+ Q V040 1
PEY mMKELESY R BR8P EL S u2E o VBRSD MKROBUEV 20—’ =



R

Kib@u” KIHQH | S0l MEuo X iR « 40 Afina’

SOV IR < QERV O BREK MHENI O F NER VHIBE Q10 R CHEF KL S VEQ HIDNNE RPN
LR OEIR<PEKOVEEILS L KBS EE REONUEEN SR 0MEL U e AR O v P
O LREVR LIS S B o 2SR V2R 10 R i 5 VB

VHEYC0° RAD UHERL<ERE OROEHORNAE” WNAINTIARNT =" KRIRNINTIANT~UQ S
POKKORERIVNOHOH2QVR O LINQ SVIEHRE 0’

(K HEEHEKEKE

AHOPREY QIREEL MEKRUE 02OV B4 0 42° BEANTUYO P O-QY” it UKl
BN A © 120 K QU 5V | |

I KL KK OEID B0 © £ AVHI ¢ o210 24 LR MO VEIe QR 5 o o 4
AOEWOIRED” % =& Koph D NED IR VLRI RE Y HIK 3 K S RN m0 © KR
BB M 067 EOEYAEEA 5 %20 B 0105 QH OO 5 %o HEENE O 40P
QMY BEESKEYRE0E S K < RUEEY0ND L KR L « VD S IEH VEEY
AV 510 Q 1 491e° |

DR SV REVELLBR00 VIENE0E BERL KRB R0 4 K 5 OB
HENEL 2O PR BRA R 0 i  r0° |
BB Q1) O KFEDU R0 R QRS QL KO 010" BRI = X « SERAIEKE Q bop

92



AKBR L REME

MY MHR>MRAON < = R QUIHMEHES Qo> KKE BIEO | BEE° 1) QHEFHE ( BERENE S
o B EEUIXRN R <SRRG SHEE 1 — 1 > < oW & CHEREE YR REMRE0T
AOBEEL MEHEY U HIE -5 Q ENNED0 UL | U a THE QI & £ r0-KEE K I LK
KERIK(EE) | UMD B o> 20 — M O 0 5 ¢ BURE BRtPRHE ¢ RSN EE Y 2
LR A 50PQ Q0 42 5 QIE U RAORIFIRE M2 1 110 UMM O 1 5 0 42°

WOV HEBESER 0N QST O SVIE QA5 A | U2 MESKC LS MRS HEEHSD
BEUOVIERYVRC L5 11N G5 BRAC GR35 W ¢ Vm U R QAUHRE QRE Qa0 U
O LRBEAD HRENA0.05 Q8N 1 kK & M« P04 5 aRIR (U4 4K - RE R HENE
OV 50000 QEREEES § X 2k — BREMKALO L4 5o lTV 007 WOVRHUHQ MR TR~
2 8 OEH | MR ORKVENAR ERNOMSRIEC L N o hKa)~BENOTEQEY S NxaR
Mo i MmEQE| I<yo™| vsa Religious Freedom QHEEMRQL" m—n 2L UEOPA0%
HNED YRR LK Toleration 33240 RIEIMELQ 40 4Q 0 42°

DR HOMEHBENRY” BORKRUYQ 4 = K <R RAQI NPV 5105 VR I 50 BH-»
510° 04g- KKER 5D QEREM UMKV, H0% 8 QERAMNER V7 1) QEHVEE £0.0
2V 5044y = K - HEOERVH D 0RKVE OMIOR-2 © Y 5420 § rxmmwnwtam@ ~A°
UK O QURBEL 2V O pmBIEE HRLE VL 0 HOV100° PRVA<LQORELRVIVEKE
AVRAOEBIEE N R RIT QRN HIER 2O V0104 5 JAURET S 2 QP40 © 20 sp ) IR Q mi s
BER O 00" HRNA ® 1V RER HENEE OV 5 viREVKE D om0l 0 MK N Q Hi LB N2

93



LB iEF

® 420 Pa0n &°

HEHERAYOHEV KRUNKWSY S C UREKHEARVE R RSP VI’ &y Z-ORWe

HoUMRL C O &NE S ERERQT W QERLYOREVIUS®

#

(=) THEBEE] BEREREYC SVERES 0 vV B KKK MiaREcER)] kERR BRH: 1) |
i THEERH) GEGARE BERH1E)” B MudsisR vy O KRR 1(TBEE) 1087 | RLNE)” &' (S
Hl ORE#E—itaHERNREL0) (2D Pa K’ | RLEE) 80%R80° X ViR DL KRG
UQURLECHE VAR TEWP MO0 Y I40°

(@) DRUQOSVH JKACRINS OV S0EEIVQ0-U 0 & OBE BE MREEY 0o EEE— [RE

| EBHKE) RBeKRE (R <0 & ve 1) o7 MtEER-VRSDHCER| oK 1R | i)
W UQID VEISEKY SEC»SEN (VRN VoM uger v o0
() TRKESER] BEHAHEE
(=) TREEEoH | SEHR
(10) KK MR MKENRL ERNISoER L) v
() KKRE MoZHvBEVCRE] SRE BR1-148" &BE 7 | <9
(=) DY P HVIIERERCRE 0 SV ERKLHE HER O - 5 %% Albert Altman; Guido Ver-
beck and the Iwakura Embassy. Japan Quarterly, XIII. No. 1. January-March, 1966 4 #ttnke R SEKHE
<—EEHE] +1 EEERE [RY 1) SEVERISYS0°
(w0) =00 MEEKmi]
(o) =EEIE IEEERVY -N ] (EE) H)
2) ER MfrskoiE)

94



AXHR L RENE

(2) TENIEHH] KM=

(8) Card from a Missionary Accompanying it to the Churches of San Francisco (This is published in the San
Francisco papers of Jan. 20, 1872: Thomas W. Burkman, Tke Urakami Incidents and the Struggle for Religious
Toleration, Japanese Journal of Religious Studies, 1, Japan Quarterly, 1966) .

(2) —e S MERBE GEREP] (8 v—Xaa R MEIKECRIERHECE] = > adNIERI = -K 1]
E,WNI.___V

() ZE MFEKERELCOOKORHE<C MR HERE] FEoRh-KitEREl YO

= m%~ [EoN] SKH&

(B) TRmRRKHED REH <110

(5) HEMHKRERE REER (1)

(B) KLHRBYeEER NH[HRE” E2K+1

(B BRI »dsd—%H4

(R) BB Mg

[ EL

(R} =R

(R) W KER FeklR) W RKER | RVEY 11HEIK

(D) <RMED FRBESHE] EBFoKKe<w

Q) HWRKEL ERE 1IROK

() =2 11K

(&) #ERE FREgY-VEERY 1199

(R) THIHE] KKMEE

Q) KKTHE MFT2HRI 117 e BREHY KERR M) <SERE N=HNXE BRK+]

(]) =R MEeHsE) 1m0 —=1 g

95



EF

)
€))
€
&
)
&)

&)
&
€))
()
€=))
(®
€))
)
=

)
®
€)

€y
&)
¢r))
&)

B0 &R BR HK

Z4

EREE QAL CoREER] € (1) MiEugN s

B X | HER .

BieR MR SoolkRemd | CREXIMRT + 17 HIVY—HE K

R e NND = N BREKER MMESRE<OmMIRYMKS ERE” BRK+H17 1 8H—] HIK
TROHEERGEEE] 8118 BEXRE ENUHOBCERERK xR BRI+ 1l—Eix
B | BO—1 HEK

B KKV

ER MR

HEWEE MRERE) B EREHR" R™ V1K

E{" K9

B4 114K T ~ 1K

B 1 KN —1 KB

4 NHKE

PREERKE] THYK 81107 1<K 1EHE 81011

PREEREKE] ERECLKKO < ¥ LAVIRC £10°

REY AN - VIEHRHVOREL O S\ OIERNEN S EREER MIGHER] 4 RNKE [mRLSDeRaY R

TR (OBRESYEE MK - RESNCOD0IERIS) mlHRHEEY | R<ED RQ0°

TRILHPRRE RISNI<EIR FREHE] NEN0R

PREEERERD (1) MR QD Bl did 11<Hk

M2 | ERERYEIKSVEEVCREREM ) TR %ﬁ%ﬁ___.f%
MR MRENRI KRIRNEKd

96



AXRBR L REME

B ER rgmeo)
(B NMAIDIKA ¢ FRARK [OR s~ K= RKBHIH] SR | RSH BHRIK

97



