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A Study on the Collapse of the First Matsukata Cabinet

In the spring of 1892, Hirobumi Ito, who had failed in his plan to
organize a political party, became an isolated figure and his political prestige
declined. On the other hand the political power of Matsukata, who had been
considered weak, defeated Ito’s offensive, and was now in the process of
widening his supportive basis. Non-Satsu-Cho influential men and second
generation bureaucrats of the Ministry of Home Affairs supported Matsu-
kata from their various standpoints. Matsukata and the Home Affairs
bureaucrats induced the pro-governmental newspapers to attack Ito and thus
wielded a political blow on him. Before this, Ito, while expressing his
intention to resign from his position as chairman of the Privy Council, had
revoked his resignation following a letter from the Emperor, but this letter
had been exposed by reprehensible literature as actually having been
written at Ito’s requést. Public opinion attacked Ito. He was compelled
to restrain his activities. On April 15th, veteran statesmen of the Satsuma
and Choshu forces held a meeting at the home of Tsugumichi Saigo and
discussed the future course of the government and the 4en clique. At this
meeting it was reported that Taneomi Soejima (Minister of Home Affairs),
who supported those who advocated the punishment of those responsible
for interfering with the elections, and Sen-ichi Shirane (Vice Minister of
Home Affairs) who was opposed, were in violent conflict, and shocked those
concerned. Nor were they able, at this meeting, to reach agreement re-
garding the course to be taken by the %en clique. Ito and Kaoru Inoue,
after this, began to show a stance of non-cooperation with Matsukata, and
Inoue withdrew to Yamaguchi. The Matsukata administration was obliged
to face the third Parliamentary meeting in May without the cooperation
of two veteran statesmen. (to be continued)
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