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On Pascal’'s Honnéte Homme

This article attempts to clarify the ontological structure of Pascal’s
honnéte homme. Pascal presented an image of a human being and called
it the honnéte homme; at times he gave it the collective name of les gens
universels. With regard to these terms, there had existed in Europe, since
the Renaissance, a historical tradition of an ideal human image upheld at
court and in high society. On the other hand, there was another tradition
of the honnéte homme, the momo universale or the all-sided, well-rounded
man with outstanding accomplishments spanning wide areas of the arts
and sciences. Pascal presented his own individual image of the honnéte
homme based on a synthesis of the two traditions and at the same time
transcending them both. This was not the image of one who displayed
knowledge and skill in a showy manner but rather of one who had absorbed
and assimilated knowledge. The universality of this being is presented in
the form of negation of negation. Pascal considered that the antithesis
of this universality is specialist professionalism with regard to knowledge
and skill, and self-centered egoism in the sphere of human relations.
Therefore Pascal’s honnéte homme was one who, though thoroughly compe-
tent and well-versed in various fields, had arrived at the knowledge of his
own ignorance, who had a clear vision of man’s place in cosmic nature
as well as his own place in the human community, and who knew how to
control himself.
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