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Panofsky’s Methodology
—On the Principles of Art-Historical Description (continued)

“Iconology” is the well-known concept revived by Panofsky and it seems
to form the very core of his method of art-historical description. Biblio-
graphically, it was in his book of 1955 (Meaning in the Visual Arts) that
he adopted and clearly defined the concept, which was once stated rather
loosely as “iconographical interpretation in a deeper sense” (v. Studies in
Tconology, 1939). The merit of the definite term may be far beyond doubt.

As for material content, however, these English writings referred to
above originated from a previous German article written as early as 1932,
in which Panofsky referred to Heidegger by name and expressed his overt
approval of the idea that actual interpretation must show what is not
openly manifest in the words and is nevertheless intrinsically meant, and
therefore necessitates the use of violence (Gewalt) on the part of the inter-
preter. From this point of view, the essence of interpretation can never
be completely free of the character of subjectivity. And it was exactly in
order to offset this inclination to subjectivity that Panofsky established the
necessary function of art-historical description as the corrective.

Now the reference to Heidegger was totally omitted from the above-
mentioned English articles. It seems to me, however, that the omission
robbed them of the fierce impact arising from problems related to the
principles of art-historical description, and that it also obscured the historical
importance of the idea affirmed in them. I am sure, at least, that the
German article is one of the most valuable in the historical development
of the hermeneutical movement in this century. So in this paper I have
tried to state these points mentioned above clearly and have made a Japanese
translation of the original article:

Erwin Panofsky, Zum Problem der Beschreibung und Inhaltsdeutung

von Werken der bildenden Kunst, 1982,
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in: Miinchner Jahrbuch der bildenden Kunst, N. F. VIII, 1931, S. 1—48.
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(o) 4ot RR% 8 0——A. Goldschmidt, Vortrige der Bibliothek Warburg, 1923/24, S. 217 mit Abbiidungen.
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