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The Achievements of Emperor Koks

Emperor Kokd who died 1100 years ago, ascended to the throne at the
age of fifty-five. Because of his short reign of only three and a half years,
he left almost no mark on the history of state affairs. However, highly
gifted as he was in waka, music, art and ritual, he paved the way for the
golden age of Japanese culture to be created by several generations of em-
perors at the beginning of the tenth century. His unique position in the
history of Japanese culture will, no doubt, be even more highly evaluated
from henceforth. This article is an annotated version of the lecture origi-
nally presented at the Imperial palace on the 18th of September, 1987, in
the presence of His Majesty the Emperor and Their XX Highnesses the
Crown Prince and Princess.
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