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On the Tsugi Gojisshu and the Gonara-in Eiso

The Tsugi Gojisshu (dated 1532), from the Sanzen-in archives, is a col-
lection of 250 Wakas on 50 poetic themes composed by five poets, Emperor
Gonara, Washio Takayasu, Kanroji Korenaga, Madenokdji Hidefusa, and
Niwata Shigechika, to which Sanjonishi Sanetaka added his evaluation.
When this collection is seen in the light of the traditionally known Gonara-
in Eiso (draft poems) preserved in the Matsudaira archives, it becomes
clear that the Gomara-in Eisé was a preparatory study for the Tsugi Gojisshu,
with corrections added by Gokashiwabarain, the father of Emperor Gonara.
Emperor Gonara composed one or two poems on each of the fifty themes,
to which Gokashiwabarain added detailed corrections. When two poems
were composed on one theme, Gokashiwabarain selected the more skillfully
composed of the two. It also becomes clear that Emperor Gonara adhered
faithfully to these corrections or selections when he submitted the Tsugi
Gojisshu.

It is of great importance that through these facts we learn the actual
circumstances of how sixteenth century Waka gatherings were prepared
for.
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