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The First Disobedience and The Last Forgiveness: the Theme and the
Structure of Paradise Lost

Pagradise Lost begins with ‘man’s first disobedience’ (I. 1) and ends with
the scene in which Adam and Eve leave the Garden given the promise of
‘the happy end’ (XII. 605). In this sense this work is said to be a man-
centered story from the beginning to the end, not to speak of his fall.

Nevertheless, Books 1, II and III are used to describe the supernatural,
such as Satan and the fallen angels in Hell and also God and the Son in
Heaven. Adam and Eve do not appear until Book IV.

In this way, although the beginning and the end emphasize that man
is the hero of the work, the history of the supernatural beings is much
longer than that of man. In other words, Satan’s disobedience and the
judgment he receives are skilfully enfolded in the framework of man’s
disobedience and the forgiveness he receives. Therefore, if the former
is carefully unfolded, the latter comes to be enfolded in the former both in
space and in time.

Thus the cosmos-scaled story points to man, and above all to the free-
dom of man who is free to disobey the Creator and to fall. Disobedience
is the expression of man’s freedom, and forgiveness is that of God’s love.
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