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Seijo Elementary School and the New Taishd Education: A Reform of the
Japanese Language Curriculum and the Textbook as an Expression of
Child Culture

The Taisho new education which was the form in Japan of the world-
wide educational reform movements of the beginning of this century,
opened out the way for a liberal education that respected the individuality
and the spontaneity of the child. The Seijd Elementary School which we
are taking up in this study was one of such schools, and it is worthy of
note as being the first serious attempt made in Japan toward the school-
based curriculum development.

The School which was established in 1917 by Doctor Masatard Sawa-
vanagi, bore a triple mission, as an experimental school for the creation of
pedagogy in Japan, as a center for the new educational movement that
sought for individuality and autonomy, and as a school to promote a scien-
tifically based reform of the public school curriculum established in the Meiji
period. Based on cases from the Japanese language section, a positivist
examination of the results of the Japanese language educational reform will
be made from the standpoint of the new education. In doing so special
attention will be given to the textbooks.

Under the system of national standard textbooks, government authorities
and the new education group became involved in a severe confrontation
regarding the textbook issue. The School freed itself of the restraints of
the standard textbooks and made use of the same texts based on its own
educational views. We will also make clear how the self-produced text-
books compiled by the School, which positively incorporate the fruits of
the child culture movement of the Taishd period, had the character of a
«Textbook based on Child Culture.”
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