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Document Relating to Nagasaki Shogo II: The Second Half of “Shégo
Zakki”

As a continuation of my article which appeared in Seishin Studies 66,
I shall introduce the “Shogo Zakki” from among the Nagasaki Shogo
papers. This section dates from circa 1889 to circa 1909, and covers a wide
range of subjects from political, cultural, social, educational and human
areas of life.

In politically related areas, personality and character studies of Itd
Hirobumi, Katsu Kaishii, regional differences in Hanbatsu (kaen clique) sys-
tems, the advance and development of political parties, their merits and
demerits, actual conditions surrounding the bureaucracy, are taken up. As
a second generation Hanbatsu bureaucrat, Nagasaki Shégo also shows deep
concern over the problem of alternation of generations in the Hanbatsu.

Concerning international politics he writes of the Sino-Japanese War
and the Russo-Japanese War, and again, of the world situation after the
Russo-Japanese War, that should Japan become the leading power of Asia,
she would by looked upon as an enemy by Europe and the USA, and
would stand isolated.

As a Hanbatsu bureaucrat, Nagasaki Shogo strove to educate himself,
and his thoughts on life, on humanity and teachings regarding conduct of
life occupy a large part of the essays. He also wrote frequently on will-
power and on the meaning of wealth and honor. He also added thoughts
on the significance of the upper classes and on the historical significance
of the Japanese warrior class in comparison and contrast with the aristo-
cracy of other nations.
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