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Rousseau and Voltaire: Up to the Publication of Discourse on Sciences
and Arts

In 1760 Rousseau wrote to Voltaire “I hate you”. The reason why it
caused him to write this insane letter might be found in the particular
situation in which two rival thinkers had been involved by seeking a refuge
together in the city of Geneva. But the absurdity of Rousseau’s resentment
against Voltaire also suggests the existence of a certain complex which
might be deeply rooted in his mind. In this article the author attempts to
examine Voltaire’s intellectual influence on the evolution of Rousseau’s
morality by tracing back to the period when the latter attended to his self-
education at Madame Warren’s house. Probably, throughout the conception
and the composition of his First Discourse, Rousseau should have evoked a
double image of Voltaire, whose genius he kept admiring but of whose
morality he now became suspicious.
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