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Music in Play

The use of music has become customary in almost every theatt:e. But
when certain members of the famous Burg Theater saw our performance
(1983) of Schiller’s Maria Stuart, they were said to be surprised by the use
of accompanying music. This episode suggests a taboo in European theatre,
which seems to imply a profound insight into the essence of drama in
general, Is there any necessary relationship between drama and music?

Concerning this problem, Nietzsche’s Die Geburt der Tragidie aus dem
Geiste der Musik may be the most famous relevant work. But in fact he
states here only his metaphysical thoughts, never discussing concrete
matters. And it has been the idea of drama as such without music that
has made the great tradition of theatre since Greece.

Then how are we to consider the honorable grand opera, Musikdrama
of Wagner, musicals and so on? Strictly speaking, the general history of
theatre has made light of them all. And behind this fact may lie an abso-
lute conviction that drama has its own unique mission and whenever some
other activities may intervene too embarrassingly, it should adamantly refuse
them, including even the most helpful and closest music. Music soon de-
velops its own various strict forms, and these become very dangerous to
the exquisite construction of drama. Therefore, as a rule, drama seems
to permit only casual pieces of melody, if these can help to bring out the
inner soul of characters. To decide the permitted quantity is the task of
theatrical practice. ‘

There are always some who mock the attempt to seek for the essence .
of each artistic genre. But such a problem as stated here makes us con-
scious of the inevitability of the attempt. And for my part, I would declare
here that the supreme mission of drama lies in depicting the situation and
destiny of man in relation to the universe as a whole, and that there is
no other art form which is capable of fulfilling such a demand.
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(x) Friedrich Nietzsche: Die Geburt der Tragddie, 17. (Kroners Taschenausgabe, Bd. 70. 1955. S, 139f.)
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(=) Mich Binns: Music, Theatre and Silence. in: Gaembit. Vol. 10, No. 38. London, 1981. pp. 6-16.
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() S. Davies: The Expression of Emotion in Music. in: Mind. Vol. LXXXIX, No. 353. January 1980. pp. 67-86.

() Ernst Robert Curtius: Europiische Literatur und lateinisches Mittelalter. (Bern, 1948) Bern und Miinchen,
51965.

«~Die Form einer Dichtung, die das Menschendasein in seinen Beziigen zum Weltganzen darstellen will, kann

nur das Drama sein.* (8. 152)
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() Roman Ingarden: Untersuchungen zur Ontologie der Kunst. Tiibingen, 1962, Der Film, §4. Film und Musik,
S. 334 ff.
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