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Miyaza and Mochiaiyama in Owase, Modern Kii

That the miyaza belonging to federations of villages often overlap with
federations of villages sharing the use of incorporated forests and fields has
already been made clear, but attention must be called to the fact that the
incorporated forests and fields served as valuable financial sources for the
miyaza.

In modern times the miyeza which celebrated the rites at Taiho Ten-
nosha (Owase Shrine) situated in Owase Nakaiura, Muro gun, Kii, was
constituted of people from 10 villages. The mockiaiyama belonging to 9
out of these 10 villages were important financial assets for the miyaza. 1
wish to clarify this problem in this article.

Again, a town called Owase Gokazai came into being early in modern
times. Commerce developed, and particularly towards the end of the
modern period, along with the development of the cargo vessel line, new
power began to emerge from within this town. This problem and that
of the miyaza call for investigation.
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